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J: yeah I've got the book (laughs) of course

S: yeah oh god it's gone really quiet I just have to do some work and and er it's not the kind of work I like to do er I've sold just coming up to a hundred

J: nice so now you wanna do some promotional work you mean

S: but yeah 

J: yeah yeah

S: well people are you I've got two er a w woman in BICA the British Infertility Counselling Association

J: mmm

S: and all she's sssaid she said she'd review it in July I think but she hasn't even read it yet

J: ok yeah yeah

S: and then she put a review on their

J: yeah

S: website which was f great and er the woman who's a counsellor at the Newgate Women's Clinic which was the clinic that has most of the single women 

J: yeah 

S: same thing in in June July she said oh yeah you know I'm really looking forward to reading it but then I phoned her in come September I started phoning people up 

J: yeah

S: oh I haven't managed yet you know what it's like (sighs) yes it's not your priority (laughs)

J: yeah I did b I put a tweet out on Twitter but erm there are not many single mums ah particularly solo mums on Twitter they they aren't

S: [inaudible] well you see 

J: well and so adoption's a big adopt network of adopters but there's 

S: single

J: not on Twitter

S: well I [inaudible]

J: there is elsewhere

S: there's a whole there's a whole chapter f by single adopters

J: ah ok yeah yeah yeah 

S: the thing is you c I got myself on a single mums er er YouTube page and on a a women looking to become single mums YouTube page but they won't let me advertise

J: yeah 

S: y they they count it I got bump I got struck off by Mumsnet because someone 

J: [inaudible]

S: because Mumsnet has loads of single mums 

J: yeah yeah

S: so I have to find someone else who does Mumsnet (laughs) to mention cos I they said oh you could pay and we'll advertise it for you and erm 

J: [inaudible] yeah

S: but the same with these other sites they I mean I can probably c g get away with a little bit all I need to do is to find time to do participate a bit and establish myself

J: yeah

S: and then I can refer ter this book

J: yeah

S: I don't even need to put that it's by me

J: that's true

S: y'know I can say they're kind of doing it for the FO Organisation or something like at

J: I g should be good for you to find a s where where people go before people have kids cos I guess Mumsnet often people already have kids y'know 

S: y ye but

J: where are people going before when they're thinking about it or perhaps they hadn't even quite realised that it was an option

S: they well they go to a like an open night of a clinic

J: oh ok

S: it would be really good y'know but if I y'know and I said y'know the the woman who BICA is the British Infertility Counsellors so they're all in clinics and

J: yeah ok

S: I could just have a stack of flyers 

J: yeah

S: but I can't I mean the FO Organisation could send something out to them individually but they haven't even managed to get it on their website yet 

J: right 

S: you know

J: yeah

S: and er not on the in the right section or where anybody can find it

J: yeah 

S: she said they were doing it this week it's such a I don't want I I don't know I I've had it with this fighting you know I don't know there's other I'm involved in other sort've er battles elsewhere and I'm just thinking oh fucking

J: yeah

S: I can't now I went to it when I see people face to face like I went to the FO Organisation conference in sort've June just before it was actually out

J: mmm

S: and I had the stack of leaflets on the table 

J: mmm

S: and and and I was saying get people to put their names down and they'll be on the y'know I'll send them a book as soon I can you know do their orders immediately when I got there at the end of the day I w they posted me on a meeting and greeting and that other places anyway and I got there at the end of the day

J: yeah

S: and they hadn't got a single sale basically on the list that I'd given them

J: yeah

S: and in half an hour I got five

J: right

S: (sighs) and er so I got myself I invited I I I sent out to all of the groups that meet up and got invited to one of the group meetings which was turned out to be a group of new a people who are thinkers and tryers 

J: oh nice

S: cos people do join the FO Organisation at that stage

J: yeah

S: m I never did but they do now because I guess there that is where most of the stuff is located

J: yeah

S: anyway but I sold every single woman there bought a copy

J: really wow

S: but but you know like I'm trying to get invites they won't they're not er letting me just come in on things easily

J: mmm

S: they say oh no we have it's perfectly all right and so I say oh do you want me to send you a b they've got a conference in Edinburgh next week or so I said do you want me to send

J: oh yes they do I've seen I've seen a yeah

S: do you want me to send a box up erm to Edinburgh

J: mmm

S: so you don't have to carry it up oh no er w er it's probably not worth it (sighs) y'know so I'm going to take

J: you going to go yeah 

S: no I'm not going to go to Edinburgh cos I can't

J: oh

S: I've got too much on but the m there's the fertility fair or fertility yeah fair it's a an Earl's Court thing I mean it's quite an eye opener uuugh
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J: mmm

S: all of these er y'know tarot readers n 

J: really

S: fertility massage 

J: (laughs)

S: and things like that 

J: yeah

S: it's very bizarre

J: what do you make of all that I hear about these events 

S: well the the the unfortunately the alternative families one was cancelled this year 

J: oh ok

S: I'm not quite sure why that one has usually been quite erm good fun and there's always lots of kids running around

J: mmm mmm

S: which makes it more fun it's somewhat less desperate and less money focused

J: mmm

S: than the general fertility fair but I mean that's it's really nauseous 

J: mmm

S: they have people from all the big clinics in the States in Poland in South Africa and everywhere touting for business basically lots of

J: yeah

S: you know it's a business fair

J: yeah yeah

S: plus the odd person who does hair analysis and (laughs)

J: ok (laughs)

S: it's unbelievable what people fall for I mean one of the women on the group she's a fffarmer you know she's got she knows a bit about science 

J: mmm

S: and about you know she does AI on her cows but she er bought into all of that crap (laughs)

J: yeah 

S: I don't call it crap to her

J: no no yeah it is interesting

S: [inaudible]

J: I'll have to go along to one of these things and see what it's actually like

S: yeah

J: yeah it's I think the whole sort've commodification of fertility and of parenthood really is really interesting 

S: oh it is very 

J: it goes all the way through actually 

S: yeah there's a really interesting a d there's a there's a there's a f some writing that I'll do some time when I've got time but I it inspired by the Spanish woman Tina Lopez who

J: yes

S: I think I oh but her thing she's got this really interesting thing about ent a sense of entitlement 

J: mmm

S: a a that's that comes from such a a different angle to when we usually talk about enti titlement it's usually something about oh you know people born with a silver spoon in their mouth

J: yeah

S: have a sense of being entitled to everything but to her i it erm it's about er being entitled to a fair deal

J: mmhmm

S: and so a women who decide to become single mums should have a sense that they are entitled to erm a fair deal

J: mmm

S: which a erm she was really shocked that erm that a there was no big fight being put up for fertility treatment for free for single women 

J: mmhmm

S: in Britain and I mean and in fact it's very interesting because most women really don't know that it's available at all

J: yeah

S: and there are some areas where it there is y'know it's available under the same rules

J: yeah

S: as as for women in relationships and because of the age limits it quite often means most single women actually aren't eligible

J: yeah 

S: because it's restricted ter y'know just the groups that'll be have a reasonable success rate otherwise [inaudible]

J: yeah I was gonna ask you about that actually 

S: yeah 

J: yeah so when you say they get the same is it the same because so you can get am I right in thinking that you can usually get erm some if you have so many tries of IUI as a kind of standar then then you might be able to access IVF but then you still have to pay for the IUI yourself

S: y well you might or or DI

J: or DI yeah yeah

S: i it depends entirely on the area

J: yeah 

S: in some places they'll give you three cycles of treatment and it can be one IUI one or two IVF or three IVF

J: yeah

S: or some sometimes you it's only one cycle 

J: yeah

S: I mean in some places they y you have to have proven infertility

J: yeah

S: so fer women without a partner some some women a can say a a I don you know a erm I can't prove it

J: yeah

S: but I'm evidently I'm infertile I've been wanting to get pregnant for a year now y'know my year's up 

J: mmm (laughs)

S: and some places you c if your GP's on your side basically you can do it

J: ok

S: at I mean at the Hom the Homerton's the one I know and a m occasionally at King's

J: yeah

S: but you have to have your GP so y that's one route the other one is if you have a medical reason so I know quite a few women who have medical issues

J: mmm

S: that affect their fertility and so they have a fertility problem and they can get in irrespective of whether they've got a partner or not 

J: yeah

S: and but there's some places that effectively er that say erm you have to have tried for at least one year and your trying has to be one year of medical fertility treatment but they don't provide DI
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J: mmm

S: or some oh no [inaudible] provides IUI but that's a whole load more expensive

J: mmm mmhmm

S: so that's already if you're buying your IUI a to get your free IVF

J: yeah

S: well if you've had three rounds of IVI you've might as well have had one round of IVF

J: yeah yeah

S: or roughly something like that

J: so then that means that effectively those single women can't access

S: yeah 

J: anything on the NHS

S: yeah if yeah I mean and if you're over 35 most places 

J: yeah

S: y y'know you can get a foot in the door

J: so what do you think do you think that that single women should have that sense of entitlement you used that on the word s phrase on the questionnaire (laughs)

S: yes I d when I was using it I was thinking oh

J: yeah

S: this is coming up 

J: yeah

S: because erm well cos there was that thing if you get the despatches you've got the thing about South Newgate

J: mmm mmm 

S: I mean someone in South Newgate w the way it was that was so stupid

J: mmm

S: because it's perfectly easy to keep single women out of the running

J: mmm

S: without saying it's cos they're n no no good at being mothers

J: mmm

S: fer god's sake I mean I just (laughs) a what 

J: yeah

S: we don't want to help put disadvantaged children in to the world I mean that was breathtaking b but most places effectively do it and and it's not that single women are being discriminated against

J: mmhmm

S: so it's just that they're older when they start or the the proving infertility is harder

J: yeah but if it's if it's one of these places where they cos I've got a participant who's in an area not Newgate where she just couldn't get anything

S: yeah

J: as a single woman she just could get nothing

S: yeah 

J: so I mean what do you think of that situation do you think that's ok

S: erm I don't erm think it's ok if if there were i if sh they were putting obstacles in her way that didn't exist for women with a partner

J: right 

S: it's not ok because it's discriminating even though technically being a single woman isn't something discrimination doesn't exist cos it's not a protected category 

J: yeah although marriage

S: I mean that's really interesting because being a lesbian 

J: your marital status is isn't it

S: mmm mmm I don't think so a er but but sexual orientation 

J: mmm is 

S: is so that's interesting is how it would differ

J: yeah so in that area that I'm thinking of so it was yes if you were in a same sex couple you could access

S: you could

J: you could access it

S: oh well in that case she can challenge them

J: yeah yeah yeah I think

S: I would have thought

J: yeah that's yeah yeah

S: that they could be shamed in to it but I mean let I think one of the issues is I accept ultimately I accept that there has to be some kind of rationing somewhere

J: mmm

S: and erm I think whatever rules should apply equally to everybody er b but you know offering people treatment that's nearly hopeless

J: mmm mmm

S: you know offering women over 40 one round of f I mean there are some areas where there is no fertility treatment available at all any more 

J: yeah yeah

S: on the NHS so that's you know unless that's perfectly fair 

J: (laughs)

S: everybody's in the same 

J: yeah

S: position unless you can y you know arrange to conveniently change address across an a erm a border 

J: mmm mmm but when you say you you the reason you didn't ask you don't know whether NH NHS treatment was available when you went for because you didn't ask

S: never asked

J: because you didn't that you had a sense of entitlement 

S: yeah

J: what what did you mean by that

S: well well at the time it never even crossed my mind

J: yeah

S: I don't I'm not sure if I knew that fertility treatment was a was available for anyone on the NHSS really on the NHS but because a also because there was affordable treatment then 

J: ok

S: it was very different

J: yeah

S: y'know I never had to use any savings 

J: yeah although I was surprised when when I saw how that it did you know it did cost you a reasonable

S: yeah

J: when you said it was very affordable I was kind've thinking oh but it was still

S: yeah it was not pocket money

J: yeah no

S: but it it it y'know well it was I don't think it ever went over a hundred and fifty pounds a month and that 

J: yeah over several years

S: y'know on a social worker's salary that was then yeah 

J: yeah

S: it was a substantial amount some people put that into savings

J: yeah

S: where was I living that was so cheap at the time

J: (laughs) were you living with a friend at some point

S: oh that's right I was lodging up at Alicia's

J: yeah yeah mmm

S: but then I moved in here while a w I was still having treatment I think

J: yeah
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S: I did

J: yeah

S: yeah cos Nick was conceived just a few months after I moved in

J: yeah yeah

S: but erm no I still had holidays I still had good holi in fact I went to Cuba Nepal so I wasn't 

J: yeah yeah 

S: you know stinting on anything much

J: yeah 

S: but erm and a social worker's salary isn't I I mean I felt well off but 

J: mmm

S: by most people's standards it's not a massive amount (laughs)

J: no no

S: anyway it felt it's funny because erm cos Tina comes from Spain and well it's funny because a w sh h she writes from have you read her her study

J: yeah yeah she's g she writes the under a different name academically 

S: Tina Lopez Estevo yeah she she's two surnames yeah

J: but I have figured out who she is

S: she uses both surnames in Spanish

J: yeah

S: but erm because the other thing which she looks like is choice of schools

J: mmm

S: and erm choosing a Spanish a a church school in Spain 

J: yeah

S: is erm is evidently quite different to here

J: mmm

S: I mean to her that's a clearly unfeminist thing to do

J: yeah

S: whereas I'm not sure how many some women would think that way but not I dunno I don't know it cos it wouldn't have crossed my mind again that's outside my (laughs)

J: yeah yeah I'm not sure I read that bit erm anyway shall

S: yeah by the by

J: sh so shall I tell you kind've what 

S: yes

J: what things I wanted to 

S: mmhmm

J: try and cover today erm so the main areas are one is talking a bit about kind of terminology some sort've key terms that I'm thinking of using

S: mmhmm

J: and w what you think whether you think they reflect you or erm and then as part of that we'll do the diagram that I mentioned

S: mmhmm

J: erm kind've mapping out your kind've networks and things

S: networks yeah

J: erm and then yeah I've just got some s some questions then are specific to you so some questions that I'm asking everybody and then there's some things that I wanted to just check with you 

S: mmm

J: a couple of which I've already asked so that's 

S: (laughs) we got there really quick

J: we've already covered the bit about the er the f NHS fertility treatment and things so that's one ticked off (laughs) erm but yeah with the terminology erm if I start with the big one which is kind've what I call the the macro group of kind've alternative marginalised families that I'm exploring

S: mmhmm

J: so you know that a that I'm looking at erm so solo mums who've used

S: mmhmm

J: erm donor conception but also adoptive parents

S: mmhmm

J: erm one who's used surrogacy and one who has a kind of a co-parenting arrangement so there's and some are in same-sex couples

S: mmhmm

J: some are single some have been together or and separated or have been single and then so various configurations

S: yeah yeah yeah 

J: basically but but what I want to look at is kind've what brings everyone together so what what kind've people have in common so I need an umbrella kind've term an umbrella theory to catch everybody so 

S: yeah

J: you know that I used marginalised from the start

S: yeah yeah 

J: and I don't know whether we talked about the fact that that's potentially problematic

S: I don't I don't know that it's erm it has a a minor problem to me

J: yeah

S: in that I've never felt marginalised

J: yes

S: because I've always made that a s very central thing in my life

J: yes yes

S: so and I mean I don't live in an area where it's marginalised either 

J: I mean a lot of people a lot of people get the same erm although when we get talking people can often people often then come up with these examples and go actually (laughs) er yeah y'know I have been discriminated against although I may you know and so maybe there I therefore I am but erm so I'm aware that that is potentially problematic and then there are sort've more neutral terms like alternative which you've already used the alternative parent

S: mmhmm

J: show which still kind've take this is the norm and these are alternative

S: the other yeah

J: or new or modern 

S: yeah modern families

J: has been used although terms new and modern problem with terms like that is they they get out of date (laughs) you go twenty years on and you go this isn't modern any more is it erm 

S: new things have come to fill the gap

J: yeah 

S: s to stretch the

J: yeah

S: definition

J: and then I've been kind've looking at key things that everybody sort've has in common as well erm and one term that I've been using tentatively erm is extraordinary families erm which it the opposite end of the spectrum to marginalised it's it's like perhaps overly positive (laughs)

S: yeah 

J: erm but it still captures the fact that that the families are beyond the ordinary but also potentially sort've the extraordinary lengths that people will go to 

S: yeah

J: to have children and in some cases particularly with adopters to then give those children the best the best that they can

S: an extraordinary experience yeah 

J: yeah so 

S: to compensate yeah

J: what do you think having mentioned a few of those y'know what do you prefer and what would you use 

S: I qui I quite like extraordinary but I'm I think er a lot of people will baulk at it cos because er

J: mmm mmm

S: I mean I went to y'know er I a originally I was using single mothers by choice 

J: mmm
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S: and there were a lot of women saying oh I don't like that I didn't choose to be single

J: yeah

S: erm and no matter how often I answer no I know you didn't choose to be single but you were single and you chose to become a mum and that 

J: yeah

S: and that and and so that's what led to me doing the survey and I can't remember what other terms I threw out there so that people could choose apart from solo mums well cos lone you know then there's the

J: yeah

S: er you know a a gingerbread and lone mums 

J: yes (laughs)

S: and I mean that that's even more desolate

J: yeah

S: and sad and stuff like that but but solo just immediately you know had there's a choice of three or four and solo had more than half went for that so hands down and I still get get some people who aren't very comfortable with it 

J: mmm

S: because they don't want to be labelled 

J: mmm this is the problem sometimes people just don't wanna be labelled full stop 

S: yeah yeah but and er but then if we want to know what we're talking about

J: yes

S: we need y'know the words that we can use and extraordinary like solo extraordinary is is quite a positive 

J: mmm

S: you know erm and it only used to be sort've that m much outside of the ordinary not that much 

J: mmm

S: it includes er anything you want really

J: yeah 

S: just not a standard issue

J: yeah

S: non-standard? er 

J: oh gosh non-standard (laughs) I'm not sure about that one (laughs) I guess I'm I guess

S: a a non-stereotype

J: I guess 

S: I mean i i it's a it is about stereotypes

J: mmm

S: erm as well

J: mmm yeah

S: and y'know yeah the FO Organisation a er w er like to do it by sexual preferences which is stupid because lots of single mothers y'know single lesbians or bi women who choose to to go it alone and erm and but now they've got one section for single parents

J: ok

S: but it's something re-written I wrote it's not re-written just the title's been changed from something I wrote for single women

J: ok I guess is that to capture the fact that men might do it

S: there are men who do it yeah yeah it's very different and

J: ah ok

S: it's er I mean it might be unfair 

J: mmm

S: cos the only man I know who's joined the FOO and and been referred to me he was actually still living with his mum and dad and they were going to do a significant amount of parenting cos

J: mmm

S: he had an international job 

J: ok yeah

S: and I thought *it's not quite the same then is it* [mocking voice] (laughs)

J: (laughs) yeah 

S: I think that's a bit unfair but erm y he did see himself as he saw himself as as as privileged to have such supportive parents 

J: mmm mmm it's a common theme actually that people have very supportive parents I've found

S: mmm yeah 

J: I think you said it's your sister who was the

S: hmm?

J: you said it was your sister who was the member of your family who was there the most

S: yeah oh yeah yeah yeah no my parents would y'know were as much as they were able to

J: yeah yeah 

S: that was very that was severely limited but no my sister's support was was er invaluable

J: mmm mmm

S: but it it's not the same as as living with them and being able to

J: n (laughs)

S: go off to work in Singapore for three months (laughs) 

J: yes

S: and leave the baby 

J: yes yeah

S: or something like that

J: no that is true yeah ok 

S: I'm not sure how many women would choose to do that I dunno

J: mmm mmm so do you pr I d'you prefer extra-ordinary to marginalised

S: oh definitely yeah

J: ok yeah

S: yeah definitely it's definitely I mean I like it but then I'm er marginalised just doesn't have a very positive 

J: mmm mmm mmm mmm

S: er note whereas extra-ordinary is quite a sort've celebrating type word

J: yeah yeah yeah 

S: I'm comfortable with strong language y'know

J: yes

S: I'm not very English in that sense

J: yes and that was what I thought that was my concern was that people would say I I don't want to be seen as amazing I don't want to be seen and people have said it before you know I don't want to be seen as

S: yeah

J: put on a pedestal so there's that sort of and I totally understand that as well so that's what I wondered whether some people might go I don't I don't like that because I feel like it's putting us on a pedestal and actually y'know I just wanna be seen as but 

S: yeah
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J: so no there's it's it's good to know that that you like it because it's it's it's something that's come out of out of the analysis that I've been doing so far rather than decid finding a term from somebody else and somewhere else and trying to bring it in
 
S: [inaudible]
 
J: because it actually has come out of me seeing what's going on erm with people's lives and sort've 
 
S: yeah I've got a feeling that there's someone who has used it erm erm 
 
J: yes I came across it really recently
 
S: the American woman who r I think it's the one who writes about er single women raising boys does she write 
 
J: oh 
 
S: was that in the sub-heading 
 
J: I I've read it somewhere recently I came across and thought ooh this is the first person and I think it was somebody writing about gay adoptive fathers
 
S: oh right
 
J: so no doubt it will've come up here and there
 
S: yeah
 
J: but I hadn't read that i it came out of the research first 

S: yeah

J: and fine if if yeah so I think yes I think you're right certainly I bet other people have used it whether they've made a sort've big thing of it or not
 
S: mmm
 
J: but I d I s since using it I've seen it yeah
 
S: it's lighter than unusual which I guess is
 
J: Goldberg Goldberg was
 
S: Goldberg no
 
J: was the one who writes mainly about dads
 
S: I mean unusual is a sort've toned down version of extra-ordinary
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: but 
 
J: yes
 
S: nah
 
J: unusual doesn't really er describe anything that's happening it doesn't describe the extra-ordinary lengths that people are going to I guess
 
S: mmm
 
J: and it doesn't describe for some though not everybody some participants really express that strong sense that I feel like I've done something amazing here this is amazing I never thought this would be possible 
 
S: yeah oh yeah
 
J: and y'know look at me doing this y'know I think this is just
 
S: [inaudible]
 
J: not everybody says that but 
 
S: no but it wears off I think it's er it depends where you are
 
J: yeah (laughs)
 
S: once once you start with the sleepless nights and the
 
J: no this is somebody whose children were older like twelve and fourteen so 
 
S: oh right
 
J: this is somebody who's yeah yeah who's been through that
 
S: they don't feel ground down by the
 
J: no obviously not yeah so yeah I I think I'm gonna get different opinions from everybody
 
S: yeah
 
J: so it I just I just didn't want to use something without ever saying y'know whaddya think
 
S: checking it out no but I th it's important to know what what people come up with y'know that's 
 
J: yeah yeah
 
S: I thought there's no winning cos actually there isn't gonna be a word
 
J: yeah
 
S: because some people don't want to be marked out as different
 
J: yeah exactly
 
S: even though you want to identify what you're doing
 
J: yeah yeah so there aren't any a er I think when you use terminology from what you've said you generally would identify with the solo mum community
 
S: oh yeah 
 
J: h do you ever sort've identify with the wider kind've alternative family community
 
S: erm yes
 
J: you do sometimes
 
S: up to a point yeah no it's really funny because erm er some it's the word family that sometimes I forget
 
J: ok
 
S: is what I have 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: I forget that that's what our little dyad is called because I had a christ when my son went off to Greenfield and oh that's right a friend got a job in Greenfield
 
J: aha
 
S: and said oh I'm gonna be near moving nearer your family and I was completely 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: what's he talking about what
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: he had to he I mean you know he said it about three times and and I I had to say I don't geddit before he explained I'm I got a job in Greenfield (laughs)
 
J: (laughs) ok
 
S: oh yes this is called a family
 
J: yeah is that where your son lives 
 
S: yeah well no it was yeah he's not 
 
J: ok yeah
 
S: right back in Newgate now
 
J: yeah ok
 
S: but 
 
J: that's interesting and do you think if there were if you had more children? you would or is it just the fact that
 
S: er if I had more maybe maybe yeah
 
J: yeah but would you ever use any other word other than family to describe the two of you as a unit
 
S: n no no i it's just it's not that I'd use another word it's just I suppose I always talked about us or me and him and I n never
 
J: yeah
 
S: my family
 
J: yeah
 
S: but since then a few times I have done that well also well I say things like my family is changing now
 
J: mmm
 
S: y'know cos now it's grown to four people with partners
 
J: mmhmm mmhmm
 
S: and things like that and and that having four people round the table feels like a family in a very 
 
J: mmm ok
 
S: you know I'm used to the word applying to that
 
J: mmhmm yeah
 
S: in the way that it doesn't to just two people
 
J: yeah yeah it's interesting that you say that you've said you know it's just just me and him
 
S: yeah
 
J: because cos somebody else said somebody else who who's uncomfortable with labels (laughs) said you know I just you know once somebody was asking me and I said it's just us 
 
S: yeah just the two of us yeah 
 
J: and that was that w he felt that was what he felt most comfortable with he's not a two there's they're a three
 
S: yeah
 
J: but that's what he felt most comfortable with just saying it's just us it's just us
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S: so yeah it was I think a lotta people use that with their children
 
J: yes
 
S: y'know we're a mum and baby family or
 
J: yyyeah
 
S: erm a mum and kids family 
 
J: yeah
 
S: with kids a y'know you don't want to emphasise the the lack of a dad this is just the way we are
 
J: yeah
 
S: some people have dads some people have grandmas 
 
J: yeah yeah yeah
 
S: or two mums or whatever 
 
J: ok cool I think we've covered that one errrm yep ok a are you happy coming back to questions about your sexuality 
 
S: yep 
 
J: are you ok with discussing that
 
S: yeah yeah 
 
J: cos I know I've asked you before
 
S: yeah
 
J: and I think you've probably said all there is to be said but
 
S: yeah
 
J: just to check have you ever perceived any kind've tension between being bi and being a parent is there any is there an yeah is there any tension there for you from yourself or kind've from anyone else
 
S: no I don't think so
 
J: no and have you ever seen yourself as kind've a part of a bi or an LGBT community
 
S: only for a f er a very distinct period of time
 
J: mmm
 
S: when I was involved in and doing some work around that yeah when I I used to er work with HIV and AIDS and I did er I did a big study about bisexuality because that was totally sidelined 
 
J: ok
 
S: erm and getting services to be more inclus I mean I was mainly employed to part of my job was trying to get services m more inclusive to women
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: because women didn't like using drug clinics and 
 
J: ok
 
S: people are actually using the y'know the very gay clinics but then I realised actually bisexuality was a big issue
 
J: ok
 
S: that was being missed so and then I was involved with quite a lot of people in the community
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and erm and got pregnant so that sort've I then moved on
 
J: so that was just before 
 
S: yeah
 
J: ok
 
S: well no it was a year or two 
 
J: yeah
 
S: a cos I'd been working in HIV for about five years by then but it was just it was after a couple of years I realised it was an important
 
J: yeah
 
S: issue to look at 
 
J: and was so what what was it about then having getting pregnant that made you sort've move away
 
S: oh I just dropped all kinds of additional
 
J: ok
 
S: activity you know I wasn't I well I suppose w what happened was I thought I might not get pregnant so I started a law course and that was 
 
J: yes
 
S: two or three nights a week and so the
 
J: yeah
 
S: bi group was out cos that was I couldn't get be have another night out a week
 
J: yeah yeah so it wasn't anything to do with you feeling like you become a being a parent didn't fit no
 
S: no no no no it just I didn't have the time
 
J: yeah and did so did that change how you saw yourself in relation to your sexuality if you kind've think of things that you foreground about your identity at different times in your life
 
S: well I think what happened once I decided to get pregnant
 
J: mmm
 
S: was that involved also becoming celibate really 
 
J: yes
 
S: I didn't want ter 
 
J: yeah
 
S: ter blur the lines in fact I mean that was it was very liberating in that sense
 
J: yep yeah and that included anyone
 
S: yeah yeah
 
J: you didn't want to get involved with anyone
 
S: yeah I mean if well I don't know if someone had barged in and been insistent
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: I wouldn't have shut the door in their face but
 
J: yeah yeah you weren't actively seeking
 
S: I wasn't looking no no
 
J: no no
 
S: no no no it was really a relief ter ter not have ter look and hope and all of that
 
J: yeah and and your sort've choice ter ter be celibate while you had your son suggests that you also for you there's no tension between being single and a parent because you
 
S: mmm
 
J: once you'd made that decision you sought remaining single
 
S: yes yeah it was in fact never ever 
 
J: yeah
 
S: an issue it amazes me really that that that women can still really hanker after that they've got the emotional energy to hanker for 
 
J: yeah
 
S: a relationship
 
J: yeah yeah
 
S: with a a small child but 
 
J: yeah ok that answers those questions then erm so yeah the next bit of terminology is around erm the kind of networks including digital networks that people have erm so the term that I'm thinking of using to describe what from one person to the next are very different kind of groups of people and places 

S: mmhmm

J: and individuals erm is village
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: erm so I've come across community a lot erm some people will use words like my tribe my people erm networks is obviously 
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: that's in academic literature networks is used quite a lot
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: erm but I guess I'm sort've going for village because some people used it and I've come across it online it's got that connection with
 
S: it's such a a a phrase y'know you need a village to raise a child
 
J: yes it's got exactly because it's got that connection with raising children as well but also because erm other terms like community for example suggest that it's coherent (laughs) and villages may not be
 
S: yeah that's
 
J: it's that you've got a central person you 
 
S: yeah
 
J: around which you build something
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S: yeah and some will know each other some of them don't
 
J: yes
 
S: some of them 
 
J: and they may and and virtual village actually 
 
S: different functions yes
 
J: because it's not 

S: mmm

J: geographically located it may be made up of digital connections of people you never see and people may be dotted around the place so yes that's the second question
 
S: I like that
 
J: what do you think of that one
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: yes it's had a good reception (laughs) yeah so does that kinda fit for you do you feel that you have a village
 
S: definitely yeah well I think i I think now I've got more than one
 
J: more than a village
 
S: w well more than one village 
 
J: yeah ok
 
S: I think I think erm cos m my I think I've got sort've work well my son's moved out so y'know so he
 
J: mmm
 
S: erm but he started m moving out of the v village 
 
J: mmm ok
 
S: erm as a teenager r like they do and I started putting other things in
 
J: mmm
 
S: that weren't that he didn't relate to at all
 
J: yeah yeah 
 
S: you've just reminded me he's supposed to be coming round 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: he hasn't told me ok
 
J: ok erm so that's yeah that brings us to the diagram so w when we're creating this diagram and I've got a version for you this is my example one to show you kind've what I mean erm this the the aim of the diagram is to try and visually represent
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: your village and I guess if you're saying you've got more than one village
 
S: mmhmm 
 
J: then the village that I'm interested in is the one that is connected to your life as a parent
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: erm so i a er there may be cross-over you know it may be that er particularly for you I think it seems like there might have been cross-over between work and er but 
 
S: the yeah they were but now with all the stuff around death which is
 
J: yeah which is new yeah 
 
S: quite separate
 
J: yeah yeah erm so yep you're in the middle so that's me in the middle of mine this is not complete by the way
 
S: mmm
 
J: it's just an example 
 
S: yeah yeah yeah
 
J: erm and so then the people and they're not all people so I've put like here facebook page
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: parents facebook group it could be something like a website or for you a mailing list it doesn't have to be a person 
 
S: yeah yeah mmhmm
 
J: or even a group of distinct

S: yeah

J: people it just could be somewhere that's important to you or some group 
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: that's important to you erm and so they're kind've the distance represents how significant they are so that's what the rings are as well so going outwards they have less significance 
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: erm and then you can see I've also put there's a key down here

S: mmhmm

J: how I interact with them so ftf is face to face t is Twitter
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: that's Whatsapp which I don't think you use
 
S: sorry
 
J: Whatsapp do you use that
 
S: y yeah I do yeah
 
J: you do yeah so that's Whatsapp
 
S: that's fairly new
 
J: that's like standard phone email gonna be one that you use more
 
S: yep
 
J: erm and various other things that you probably don't use
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: which is fine erm yeah and then the the lines show how frequent the interaction is
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: that's one I I did cos quite a few people said well it's not daily
 
S: [inaudible]
 
J: [inaudible] and we can also add if there's something that I haven't included we can just add it to the key 
 
S: ok yeah
 
J: so we can we can shape it to suit you erm so yeah I've got a blank one for you
 
S: ok 
 
J: does that make sense first
 
S: yeah I think so yeah
 
J: erm 
 
S: but you don't want me to put anything that's nothing to do with parenting 
 
J: well we can play for it with it what I would suggest you can do first cos I've got these little stickers so they would so you could play with it you could write down everyone who you think's potentially in your village on on a sticker 
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: and then we can kind've think ok who's in we could kind've start at the middle and have a discussion about who should be in and who who shouldn't be in because yeah that kind've complicates things if you feel you have different villages it's kind've ooh ok what which do we focus on erm but we can talk it through
 
S: ok yeah
 
J: that's why I did the circles 

S: ok yeah

J: so that it's not fixed y immediately you can play with it
 
S: yeah
J: and you've got a bigger one as well so it's just been through the mill a bit so it's starting to get a bit erm worn but it should so this together erm yeah so you've got a bigger one
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: and that's all the sticky thingies
 
39:42 
S: the sticky bits
 
J: so I would just write them on and not stick them on yet because that gives us a bit of room to play around then
 
S: ok

[from this point we are creating the diagram]
 
J: do you want a pencil or pen 
 
S: yeah so shall I put erm I'll put erm Nick and Alia separately 
 
J: yeah if you just start with erm the people is Alia your partner
 
S: m er his partner 
 
J: oh ok right ok yeah
 
S: his girlfriend yeah erm
 
J: we'll leave that one there
 
S: erm mostly the DIY group is as one
 
J: yeah 
 
S: a erm see I mean that's virtually a village really
 
J: in itself
 
S: in 
 
J: yeah yeah
 
S: because erm well it's hard to think who now
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: well I suppose no then there's the there's the solo mums there's a which is the despatch list yeah 
 
J: ok
 
S: I'll put mailing list erm and then the FO Organisation
 
J: mmm mmm
 
S: uuuuugh
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: that can sort've go there [she puts it on the outer ring]
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: the see see how it goes
 
J: ok 
 
S: cos that's left out all things about y'know citizens advice 
 
J: mmm mmm
 
S: and death stuff which is 
 
J: yeah we could sort've play around with that and then if you're like oh actually these people do this so erm just might want to give a bit of thought to where they go so you can define these circles for yourself but essentially it's more significant to less significant
 
S: yeah yeah yeah mmhmm
 
J: but you can you can define them f a as as you wish
 
[the telephone rings; some talk about this]
 
J: so yeah because we're gonna be doing these lines in maybe spread them out a bit but also I didn't mention these connecting lines
 
S: yeah
 
J: so if people know each other
 
S: yeah
 
J: even if it's maybe ok some people from this group know this group not necessarily all of them 

S: mmhmm

J: then I'm gonna draw these lines between them so if you draw them if you've put them on opposite ends you're gonna have to draw an awkward line so just try and put them next to each other 
 
S: where they yeah they erm 
 
J: so if people are connected then yeah just put them near each other 
 
S: yeah those go sort of like that roughly June and Verity down like that that's around about the positioning
 
J: what does this one next to Verity say 
 
S: June
 
J: June
 
S: that's my sister and that's her partner
 
J: ah ok right and are they separate do you always communicate with them together or is it that you would sometimes
 
S: er no I don't always communicate
 
J: ok so they don't need to be together
 
S: they're they're quite close Verity's a little bit I only a y'know she'll pick up the phone when June's not at home basically
 
J: yeah yes ok right yeah
 
S: I mean talk to her a lot but
 
J: yeah
 
S: I don't I wouldn't phone her 
 
J: ok
 
S: unless it's sorting something out for June's birthday or something
 
J: mmm
 
S: but generally 
 
J: and is Bryan your partner
 
S: yeah
 
J: ok goddit so what's this
 
S: and then er
 
J: sorry go on
 
S: well this is sort've very close
 
J: yes
 
S: so Nick and Alia sort've there roughly I spose June and Verity come a bit closer
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: yeah I mean friends 
 
J: you've grouped people together oh I didn't mention kind've I had some criteria as well so this might help you decide whether there's other people to include so my criteria for inclusion was that you share or discover important things
 
S: ok
 
J: so it may be that these are people or places where you would share
 
S: mmm
 
J: things that are important to you or you may find out things that are important to you
 
S: yeah
 
J: so you may go somewhere for information
 
S: so Angela
 
J: erm ah so that's made you think of another one (laughs)
 
S: is yeah she's a friend and sh and also she she'sss close enough to be not directly really connected with
 
J: mmm
 
S: erm anyone but she knows them
 
J: erm and the second one is you go to you go there regularly to it or to them
 
S: mmhmm yeah
 
J: erm and I mean regularly doesn't have to be every day but you know n not yearly 
 
S: who has that kind've time
 
J: not yearly some people do and then the third one is you would go there for help so if you needed help of whatever form
 
S: yeah ok yeah ok yeah yeah that's 
 
J: so I don't know whether discovering important things might bring some new things in cos I know that you have your feelers out about finding out different things about 
 
S: ok
 
J: solo motherhood and things
 
S: and then erm I'm putting partners in because
 
J: yep
 
S: again I don't have independent relationships with them but they're quite
 
J: ok
 
S: they're still important people 
 
J: yeah yeah ok fair enough yep 
 
S: so they're maybe they're here 
 
J: would you put any of the connections you've got with erm like the various networks in America would you put
 
S: oh god I forgot about that
 
J: would you put any of those on
 
S: no no
 
J: you don't have to by the way 
 
S: they they're not erm well I suppose Suzie Walsh does sh actually sometimes she does a er erm initiate 
 
J: yeah
 
S: support
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J: yeah
 
S: unexpectedly
 
J: I just wondered if there were like fall under the criteria of you discovering important things and you going there regularly cos it doesn't it doesn't it doesn't have to be two way cos I've got this t
 
S: yeah
 
J: so if it's a one way relationship you can show that
 
S: see she yeah with her I I forget that she is still she's not just she didn't just write the book 
 
J: yeah
 
S: y y'know I mean she must be in her late seventies now
 
J: yeah
 
S: but she still is actively does keep in touch and
 
J: yeah
 
S: every so often she'll erm so so what I provide there I don't sort've include her in
 
J: mmm
 
S: cos I don't think she's benefits you know it's to her her networks
 
J: no no
 
S: but erm but every so often she'll reach a hand out
 
J: but do you benefit 
 
S: yeah oh yeah from that mmm she's er
 
J: yeah so doesn't that count because it doesn't have to go both ways 
 
S: mmm yeah no
 
J: it can be something literally where you're only you're getting so say say somebody visited a parenting website every week and y'know they it was kinda their font of knowledge 
 
S: yeah
 
J: i they would put that on because they are taking from there they they're discovering important things
 
S: yeah yeah it is this is very occasional
 
J: yeah
 
S: but I you know it's good I value her 
 
J: yeah and it's f it's particularly Suzie Walsh
 
S: yeah
 
J: out of all that those kind've 
 
S: yeah
 
J: people and networks and things
 
S: yeah
 
J: yeah ok great so is that is that where you want to place them is there anyone who needs to move because they're connected to someone else 
 
S: nn not really no er I mean these two I spose can go cos they do have more connections 
 
J: mmm
 
S: with Nick
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: yeah that's probably about right really
 
J: g yeah well if you like you know if in half an hour you suddenly go oh then you can add people
 
S: I can move em
 
J: do you want to stick them down
 
S: do you want to do ok
 
J: it's committing now (laughs)
 
S: well I can do with some some aren't aren't gonna change
 
J: yeah yeah 
 
S: and I can do the lines
 
J: yep ooh hold on
 
S: oh but
 
J: because erm this is why I was using a pencil because I'm gonna ask you to do
 
S: I have a rubber
 
J: individual lines for each form of contact so it may be that you speak to someone on the phone erm weekly but you only see them occasionally 
 
S: ok so
 
J: so 
 
S: that would be daily on the phone
 
J: maybe don't do the lines
 
S: not face to face sorry but smart rubber
 
J: oh ok (laughs)
 
S: erm and telefono do you want me to to draw a receiver there 
 
J: if you can (laughs) it doesn't have to look great 
 
S: or a pair of earphones
 
J: yeah yeah 
 
S: looks like a smiley smile (laughs)
 
J: oh nice so is that an arrow with the oh gosh yeah we better stick them down
 
S: sorry
 
J: so that's the is that the daily 
 
S: yeah mmm
 
J: with the receiver from Bryan to you
 
S: er I mean I see him two three nights a week on the whole so 
 
J: so that's the t oh sorry I didn't add that on yours that's the wiggly line for two or three times weekly
 
S: ok oh I thought that it was every two or three weeks here 
 
J: no two or three times a week I don't have one
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: for every two or two or three weeks but we can add if you if you want to 
 
S: and er face to face
 
J: that's face to face ok 
 
S: erm and email as well but that do you want email as well
 
J: yeah yeah 
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J: yeah yeah stick it on why not 
 
S: a er ok
 
J: and how often is the emailing 
 
S: oh at least once a week so that's 
 
J: weekly that's just a normal line yeah 
 
S: ok Nick and Alia not quite weekly really erm
 
J: (laughs) you can add another one by the way 

S: mmhmm

J: I know there's a big leap from weekly to occasional if you want to add another you can
 
S: yeah well that's erm you know it's mmmostly once a fortnight so that's and I see him once a month occasional I see them every three weeks I think
 
J: mmm
 
S: pretty regularly so I'll I'll put erm 
 
J: is that one two or three times a week
 
S: that's a oh oh I'll put erm fortnightly cos is does that confuse you 
 
J: ok well we could make a new line if you want or we can just say it verbally 
 
S: yes
 
J: and then I can think of a line later (laughs) you could just use the occasional
 
S: yeah
 
J: so between 
 
S: the the occasional is
 
J: Nick and between Alia the occasional contact in person
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: is fortnightly roughly?
 
S: phone contact yeah erm
 
J: the phone contact is fortnightly
 
S: face to face every two or three weeks
 
J: every two or three weeks yep ok yep and I can think of a a neater way of putting that one on
 
S: yeah erm and a very occasional email or even Whatsapp that's very occasional ok but Alia is on Whatsapp now what's your symbol for oh i and g what does i g stand for? individual
 
J: ah oh the so the the Whatsapp symbol is a phone with a circle around it
 
S: oh right
 
J: because that's what it looks like if you see that's what it looks like [showing her the app on my phone] (laughs)
 
S: oh yes it does yeah yeah
 
J: erm and then the i g is whether it's individual or group yeah 
 
S: individual or group yeah erm so i it's individually ok
 
J: and Alia is also email right? I think it got rubbed out but it's ok as long as we know
 
S: ok and yep erm
 
J: but Nick not on Whatsapp
 
S: no 
 
J: ok ok
 
S: or Facebook he won't let me 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: I've never I've never asked but when I have when I've said expressed an interest in in what he d actually it's Twitter that I'm I'm very interested in he a all his the keeping up with the news is on Twitter
 
J: oh ok
 
S: I said oh w why do you what what what keeps you keeps you up with the news and he went
 
J: ok 
 
S: I should be able to find him shouldn't I but
 
J: if it's public you can lock your account though so
 
S: anyway that's erm 
 
J: ooh (laughs)
 
S: I'm doing them all so they're facing me you'll have to hold it this way up 
 
J: that looks fine
 
S: ok Angela
 
J: you can always draw the lines just to this circle 
 
S: yeah
 
J: you don't have ter we'll run out of space
 
S: yeah Angela and Tim face to face is they're all every
 
J: yeah 
 
S: so it's at least monthly
 
J: ok 
 
S: and erm email well that's direct line really email 
 
J: email is weekly
 
S: er s'enough and that's an extremely occasional
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: every so often
 
J: what's this sorry what's that line from Angela
 
S: er occasional er oh erm face to face
 
J: occasional oh ok
 
55:03 
J: what have what's the two arrows
 
S: I'll get them round one to Nick and one to Alia cos they're usually together
 
J: oh
 
S: when they come over 
 
J: oh ok cool yeah you don't have to show erm what forms of connection they have with each other though
 
S: ok oh right
 
J: yeah w this this is the one that shows they're they know each other
 
S: linked contacts oh I see
 
J: yes so yeah (laughs)
 
S: erm ok Neil and Margaret is slightly less frequent er email and face to face so that's sorry whoops
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: getting in the way and it's both ways 
 
J: mmm if you want you can just leave the arrows if it's both ways
 
S: yeah
 
J: that's what I've generally done with other people cos they ran out of space
 
S: yeah erm
 
J: and they've only they only put arrows if it was one way
 
S: yeah
 
J: and then I assume it's both ways unless otherwise stated
 
S: mmm fair enough yeah erm and that's erm face to face and email 
 
J: [inaudible] wobbly table (laughs) yep that yeah if it's the same for more than one form
 
S: yeah 
 
J: you can just use the same line
 
S: aaand ok June and Veee-rity 
 
J: so are you using email to arrange these face to face meet ups
 
S: yeah 
 
J: ok 
 
S: yeah I'm er I'm not very good on the phone at all
 
J: and is that all you're using it for the email
 
S: no no erm with erm both of those it's b er oh y'know the the number of a window cleaner 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: this week for Margaret and Angela is in a same book group as me so
 
J: oh ok
 
S: g er quite often we'll be it'll be something about the book group or
 
J: ok
 
S: g and we yep we arrange to go out we go out together so it can be but also if there's local things happening
 
J: mmm
 
S: I got an email from Margaret about a a meeting about er Southall black sisters' fortieth Anniversary (gasps) it's unbelievable
 
J: I don't I don't 
 
S: Southall black sisters it well it used to just be er a refuge and a law centre in Southall
 
J: ok ok 
 
S: but now they're well they've been going for forty years but they've got a lot of big cases
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: erm yeah a history of taking up really big difficult cases
 
J: ok
 
S: and er one there was a mum whose daughter was at school with m my son and their daughter and she's erm she was a lawyer
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and works with them
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: but they're having this incredible thing with Jackie Kay and various other big authors doing er
 
J: mmm oh wow 
 
S: readings so sounds good
 
J: so those emails are mainly like information
 
S: news yeah
 
J: you're not actually sort've having conversations or y'know details
 
S: sometimes it will be following up something that we talked about
 
J: oh ok
 
S: you know but it but that would i it's rarely more than three sentences
 
J: ok yep sure
 
S: yeah it would be ni well it would suit me to have email conversations
 
J: mmm
 
S: cos it w I like writing I guess
 
J: mmm
 
S: but not everybody does
 
J: oh so you find that other you other people don't so much
 
S: w no the answer tends to be let's talk about it next time we meet up (laughs)
 
J: right ok (laughs)
 
S: oh yeah that'd be really interesting but ok so June again it's less than weekly but er and that's oh god we just play telephone tag really 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: we never manage ter same with emails she doesn't answer any more
 
J: ah
 
S: but I'll call it erm
 
J: so you're just leaving messages or missed calls 
 
S: yeah
 
J: yeah
 
S: and er a erm 
 
J: ok phone and email every two weeks with June
 
59:34 
S: yeah and face to face erm is every three or four weeks
 
J: ok yeah 
 
S: monthly yeah
 
J: ok don't worry about put putting it on because because you've said it
 
S: yeah you'll remember
 
J: I'm going to listen to the recording and and no I won't remember I'll listen to the recording and y'know tidy up the diagram (laughs)
 
S: oh right of course yeah so DIY group that's email and face to face 
 
J: what about Verity is it exactly the same 
 
S: n er nearly 
 
J: ok
 
S: she's not always there when I go
 
J: ok
 
S: or phone
 
J: ok yep I can add that on so it's pretty much the same except slightly less 
 
S: yeah
 
J: regular ok 
 
S: ok the DIY group d are these in yeah so they're in the right position there
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: so there there's probably something monthly which is 
 
J: we need a monthly for you don't we I'm gonna have to add a monthly thing (laughs)
 
S: monthly email and erm face to face is six weekly
 
J: ok
 
S: roughly
 
J: yeah
 
S: yeah occasional something or other put fb facebook but not
 
J: ok not not regular enough
 
S: no er s'not something I get anything out of
 
J: no 
 
S: er ok solo mums mailing list that's sort of two or three times a month sometimes it'll be two or three times in a week
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and it's virtually all in that direction 
 
J: you to them
 
S: yeah
 
J: yeah mmhmm
 
S: monthly on email
 
J: mmhmm do you ever see any of those people face to face
 
S: r raaarely
 
J: mmm
 
S: very rarely
 
J: n not really worth adding 
 
S: yeah 
 
J: oh yeah so these are the things [inaudible] so what's this is y'know very close very significant
 
S: mmhmm mmhmm
 
J: erm what's the next circle
 
S: a er well I suppose it's frequent with June and Verity they're very 
 
J: mmm
 
S: they're closer than that but I m my contact isn't is less close than I'd like put it that way less close than I feel 
 
J: ok yes ok yeah
 
S: to them d'you see what I mean
 
J: yeah I mean you've put June in the middle anyway
 
S: yeah
 
J: so not as close as Bryan and Nick but not not in the second circle which I assume was deliberate
 
S: yeah yeah I mean in a sense she's right there but
 
J: right in the middle
 
S: in yeah er but actually o I can sustain that without actually being in touch with her
 
J: of course so in terms of her importance in your life 
 
S: it's 
 
J: June is further in 
 
S: it's yeah [inaudible] looks like
 
J: but in terms of like of the you know how often you actually get
 
S: the contact yeah
 
J: something from her so are you happy with her staying there or would you move her in
 
S: yeah it makes sense 
 
J: I guess it's kind've a compromise the contact is further but yeah 
 
S: yeah (laughs)
 
J: that makes sense ok so this this would you d if do you have any way of defining this ring or is it just kind've the next level
 
S: er well I suppose there's two there's two ways of being at that level
 
J: yep
 
S: there's people I see more often but or or have more often frequent contact with but don't feel as close to
 
J: ok
 
S: so
 
J: yep yep yep
 
S: so but there's [inaudible] those now it u erm you know if the well there's some people that I well that I haven't seen for months because they w don't get to meetings very often
 
J: this is the DIY group
 
S: but I feel as if I yeah yeah 
 
J: ok
 
S: ok 
 
J: so we were on solo mums did you finish did you finish the mailing list people 
 
S: the mailing list
 
J: yes
 
S: two three times a month sometimes it's more frequently 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: y erm 
 
J: mmm
 
S: e email but yeah it doesn't often become more than that 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: if I put them out there
 
J: that's the Family Origins Organisation just made it (laughs)
 
S: yeah a and er really it's in that direction 
 
J: it's gone from you to them
 
S: yeah
 
J: mmm
 
S: er
 
J: was it ever the other way around
 
S: well it the when I was on the steering group a erm the well there was another single woman on the steering group and we were w
 
J: mmm
 
S: quite closely involved and we didn't we did stuff together b on the steering group so it was very different then very different and now it's much more adversarial to be honest
 
J: yeah I got that impression in the past
 
S: erm
 
J: but you still feel they're significant in some way in your life they're still on there 
 
S: they're still on there because I'm I suppose in a sense I author the book 
 
J: yeah
 
S: I've been dependent on them for selling it the erm (sighs) in vain
 
J: mmm
 
S: but erm they took me out for dinner
 
J: ooh
 
S: to lunch 
 
J: ooh
 
S: a couple of weeks ago 
 
J: ok
 
S: for the book and I'm dependent on them but it's not a very satisfying (laughs)
 
J: yes
 
S: you know so I do I you know ok based on the few books they don't give me half as much as I want 
 
J: mmm
 
S: basically as as I think would be easy for them 
 
J: ok
 
S: er
 
J: yeah
 
S: erm
 
J: so what form of [inaudible]
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S: in terms of contact it's it's erm
 
J: yeah
 
S: more or less monthly contact by email
 
J: mmm
 
S: and er they've set up a forum which I th they've asked me to give some feedback on and I haven't actually had time to go in and and try using it
 
J: ok 
 
S: and if that forum takes off that'll be a really good thing
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: but 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: that's all ifs 
 
J: and do you see them face to face or you just said they took you out for
 
S: very yeah yeah very rarely y'know I'll go to their next conference they don't y I said I would come t to the workshops and do sell the book after the workshops
 
J: mmm
 
S: sell their f stock of books so they get half the money 
 
J: yeah
 
S: but they said no to that no too much bother 
 
J: is it m more than once a year
 
S: oh those workshops are s yeah three or four times a year at least
 
J: yeah so maybe j maybe do a one for face to face but generally
 
S: er no no they're not no 
 
J: oh no
 
S: here it's once or twice a year er monthly telephone contact ok 
 
J: ok yeah
 
S: face ter face erm er w 
 
J: yeah
 
S: times a a year 
 
J: yeah generally the cut-off we've had for dropping off entirely and not even being occasional is is if it's a less than once a year
 
S: yeah
 
J: then that doesn't even count we just don't put it on
 
S: doesn't make it
 
J: but if it is once or twice a year then
 
S: yeah
 
J: it could go on 
 
S: yeah no there was more more frequent erm practical contact y'know that erm
 
J: mmm mmm
 
S: b because a lot of the s a lot of the single mums a who get despatches will come back to me with a question 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: that I have then have to pass on to them
 
J: ok yep
 
S: erm and try and get them talking to each other
 
J: ok (laughs) is this one more is it [inaudible]
 
S: this is Suzie Walsh
 
J: ah yes
 
S: so this is yeah once or twice a year
 
J: yes so she less so is she at the same level as the Family Origins Organisation at the minute (laughs)

S: erm not in terms of trust in terms of frequency yes but trust and respect is more
 
J: yeah
 
S: and er I value her
 
J: yeah
 
S: being there really yeah I suppose she's a bit further than my DIY group
 
J: similar to the solo mums
 
S: but yeah but but that's more mutual as well
 
J: ok yeah yeah and is that what kind of contact is that is that email
 
S: er always email yeah
 
J: assuming you're not seeing her face to face (laughs)
 
S: or [inaudible] conversations with her in person
 
J: ok 
 
S: yeah yeah no that's probably about it
 
J: ok that's looking good ok so erm are there any more l links so this is the if they're linked if they know each other basically 
 
S: yeah erm but the I mean they all know Nick they know Nick too but they don't have well nooo apparently he agreed to do some mm Olivia's writing a new book about talking to older children I don't know she wanted to talk to
 
J: oh that's good
 
S: to donor conceived adults 
 
J: ah
 
S: about what they remember 
 
J: mmm
 
S: about school and stuff like at and and he agreed to talk to er 
 
J: oh ooh
 
S: hah I'd be very surprised if he's answered her email and not mine (laughs) 
 
J: ok so Nick
 
S: in principle
 
J: oh we're gonna struggle to draw a line there maybe you can just you can just tell me verbally if you want
 
S: yeah
 
J: so Nick knows
 
S: he knows all the DIY group
 
J: the DIY group
 
S: he n and then he he went last year they had a reception at the house of lords which he went to
 
J: ok
 
S: just out of nosiness (laughs)
 
J: he doesn't know Suzie Walsh
 
S: mmm?
 
J: he doesn't know Suzie Walsh does he
 
S: well yeah he came to visit her 
 
J: oh
 
S: w we went to New York and we went to visit her
 
J: oh so he is connected to Suzie Walsh
 
S: he doesn't remember he doesn't remember 
 
J: oh ok
 
S: cos he was only about five or six at the time
 
J: ok
 
S: she gave him a book I think
 
J: mmm
 
S: erm but yeah I'll put n no in inverted commas
 
J: (laughs) yeah
 
S: but they yeah they ask after him 
 
J: maybe who doesn't know who who doesn't know Nick is a better way of looking at things
 
S: oh there's nobody doesn't know Nick
 
J: nobody who doesn't know Nick
 
S: yeah no they and they they often ask a after him
 
J: mmhmm ok so there's nobody who doesn't know
 
S: and everybody knows Nick
 
J: ok but not Alia I presume
 
S: no no 
 
J: so who's 
 
S: they they these they do 
 
J: so I'll just name them for the so Angela and Diane 
 
S: Diane and Verity 
 
J: and Verity
 
S: and June and Bryan 
 
J: and Bryan know Alia so that's all from the bottom half 
 
S: yeah
 
J: of that's the diagram ok yep erm so what about Bryan who is he who is he connected with 
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S: er he knows actually he knows all of these people 
 
J: all the people in the bottom half yeah 
 
S: well he yeah erm but er but he knows one friend from the DIY group 
 
J: ok
 
S: who happens to live near him and has come out walking with us a few times
 
J: mmhmm but not the FOO not the mailing list not Suzie Walsh
 
S: nnnooo no no no
 
J: ok erm and then Angela and Margaret they know each other?
 
S: er they they know each other but they don't have a a relationship apart from through me they've met
 
J: ok ok
 
S: through me I mean they're not they they recognise each other because they both live nearby so they do probably do say hello to each other
 
J: ok 
 
S: when they bump in to each other
 
J: but you wouldn't you wouldn't draw a line between them
 
S: not particularly I don't think so
 
J: ok er obviously there's gonna be a line between Verity and June (laughs)
 
S: yeah
 
J: erm I would you draw a line between these people at the top like FOO DIY the mailing list Suzie Walsh
 
S: well yeah 
 
J: they're potentially all connected aren't they
 
S: yeah I don't know how much a a they how often they relate to each other
 
J: yeah I'm just thinking that there are probably people from your solo mailing list who are also strongly connected with the Family Origins Organisation yeah yeah 
 
S: yeah most of them will be members but not all
 
J: can we do a
 
S: so erm
 
J: it's a double line
 
S: so it's it's in that dire
 
J: it doesn't matter with this one it's just to show who knows who 
 
S: yeah
 
J: who's connected with each other as well as with you if that makes sense
 
S: if we were all bed bound where would we have to build the bus routes
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: (laughs) book the taxis or something like that
 
J: and then the DIY group? are any of them on the mailing list or in the Family Origins Organisation
 
S: aaaaah a one or two literally well that's a significant number out of twenty but erm yeah so
 
J: ok yeah so if you just do the double line I is it's more difficult when we're talking about groups isn't it
 
S: mmm
 
J: cos it's like well some do and some don't but yeah I think just do the line and then do you think any of the FOO DIY mailing list have connections with Suzie Walsh
 
S: I don't think so
 
J: oh so she's a bit on a limb on her own
 
S: quite I mean she a she redirects people a i the
 
J: mmm
 
S: there's something about erm keywords that's really 
 
J: mmm
 
S: worth looking into because an awful lot of people Suzie refers back to me
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and then I put them on to the FO Organisation
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: but they they ought to be finding the FO Organisation but instead they find single mothers by choice 
 
J: that's interesting yeah but they don't have a any other relationship really other than that
 
S: no
 
J: to refer to people ok n is there anything else that you need ter you've done those arrows we've done the
 
S: it's not as neat as yours
 
J: (laughs) it's fine because 
 
S: (laughs)
 
J: as long as and because we've talked about it
 
S: yeah
 
J: then I can neaten it up I'm going to have to anyway cos I'm going to have ter anonymise all these names you've put on so it's absolutely fine ok so then erm some other things for us to talk to through verbally which we don't have to put on the diagram
 
S: mmm yeah 
 
J: because I can add them later erm are ok so the first question is for each of the each of them where geographically are they based 
 
S: you want me to put I mean they
 
J: you don't have to write it on as long as you say their names
 
S: ok June and Verity are in East Newgate 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: Nick and Alia are in East Newgate 
 
J: mmm
 
S: eeer the FO Organisation's in East Newgate as well
 
J: mmhmm mmhmm
 
S: in fact the DIY group is all over 
 
J: ok 
 
S: the it's it's not nearly all inside the M25 but not quite cos
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: some women have moved out 
 
J: ok this started in Newgate though
 
S: yeah 
 
J: yep
 
S: yeah it's a Newgate group erm but for instance there's one woman who lives in no there's two people who live one in Stamfield and one in Anglia and we go there usually go out there once a year
 
J: ok
 
S: in the summer er Suzie Walsh is in the States of course
 
J: aha
 
S: and the solo mums mailing list is er on a mailing list basically and Angela and Margaret are West Newgate
 
J: ok
 
S: so they're
 
J: a lot in Newgate where's Bryan based
 
S: oh er Weston Manford Weston (laughs)
 
J: ok right 
 
S: yeah I mean he's miles away but
 
J: (laughs)
 
1:15:02 
J: (laughs) yeah oh that's interesting that you've got so many that are sort've e au really local to you erm
 
S: yeah but I've led quite a parochial life in Newgate
 
J: (laughs) erm I think I know your relationship to all of them so the solo mums e is a mailing list 
 
S: yeah
 
J: it's a not really a it's not a friendship or anything it's more a what s w would you call it 
 
S: i w well it's er I mean it would be an F FB group if FB had existed when we s when it started
 
J: yeah acquaintances or something
 
S: th that's where it would be or a Whatsapp group
 
J: yeah
 
S: but it's it's all it is now is a mailing list the DIY group is a a support network
 
J: yeah
 
S: a local support network
 
J: so would you call everyone in that a friend more or less
 
S: virtually yeah yeah 
 
J: yeah so that's friendships the DIY group the Family Origins Organisation?
 
S: FO Organisation n n it's a purely professional type
 
J: professional professional and Suzie Walsh
 
S: again erm well not professional but I guess it is in a way yeah 
 
J: yeah yeah yeah erm
 
S: and me ok those are family
 
J: we know Bryan
 
S: and those are friends
 
J: s ok er so Angela and Margaret are friends
 
S: yeah
 
J: and did did you know them before you had Nick
 
S: oh yeah mmhmm
 
J: ok so they're long standing friends
 
S: actually no I lie no I met Margaret because her daughter was born I had work I'd been working with her but never knew her
 
J: ah ok
 
S: but we met when we both went on maternity leave and 
 
J: ok
 
S: she was local and erm so it was 
 
J: ah so Angela you knew before but Margaret you met around that time
 
S: yeah 
 
J: ok ok great erm we've done that one and yeah the next question is what you get out of the connection so I can list you some options I'll write them on here so the options that I've got which you can add to or disregard
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: erm are practical support which I'm thinking things like you know oh can I borrow this or can you you know erm I I need somebody to help me do move on this day that kind've practical support
 
S: yeah 
 
J: erm emotional support er information what else have I got erm fun I've had one for some people which is checking in I don't know if you do that that's sort've just oh I had y'know this for lunch today this sort've very regular no you're raising your eyebrows I won't include that one (laughs)
 
S: no no no
 
J: I think it's just some people who use Whatsapp and it's quite sort've 
 
S: yeah
 
J: erm something about networking or work 
 
S: yeah er type connections yeah
 
J: professional erm and the other one I put political engagement by which I sort've mean I would perhaps see some of what you do on the mailing list as political engagement kind've y'know
 
S: yeah yeah 
 
J: what's going on is this right y'know let's discuss this
 
S: or much more now because cos there's a local campaign about a hospice [inaudible] and June and Verity are very heavily involved in in [inaudible] but but actually that's all talk but the but the local campaign there e is er closing the hospice local hospice 
 
J: ok
 
S: and er but that's pretty separate
 
J: yeah yeah
 
S: although some of these people have been involved
 
J: that's that's the kind of thing that that I mean
 
S: yeah 
 
J: I don't know whether there's anything you would add to that list that's the kind of things that I've spotted
 
S: yeah 
 
J: erm so you can either go through each of these and tell me who gives you practical support or you can go through person by person
 
S: yeah 
 
J: or whatever feels most natural to you
 
S: ok well erm I mean actually I wouldn't go to FO for practical support but that's what I need from them and they do give me a bit
 
J: right ok 
 
S: but that a e er and the DIY group erm I don't any more but they're there for practical support
 
J: mmhmm mmhmm
 
S: solo mums group not Suzie Walsh nnot unless I needed s no I wouldn't I wouldn't but all of the rest of them
 
J: mmhmm the family and friends
 
S: yeah practical support emotional support I guess I might leave d Alia off the emotional support
 
J: mmhmm 
 
S: thing because she's so fragile (laughs) it's not fair
 
J: ok ok 
 
S: not a reasonable expectation 
 
J: ok
 
S: erm yeah and emotional support there as well
 
J: DIY
 
S: from the DIY group er
 
J: yep
 
S: errr information really from all of them
 
J: ok mmhmm
 
S: fun oh definitely from that corner and there
 
J: family and friends and DIY
 
S: DIY yeah yeah 
 
J: ok erm networking or professional
 
S: networking and work
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J: yeah 
 
S: ok the mailing list the DIY group the FO Organisation yeah yeah 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and erm 
 
J: Suzie?
 
S: Suzie Walsh nnno
 
J: no ok ok 
 
S: s'not really realistic I mean I'd put something on on her one of the forums if I wanted something
 
J: mmm
 
S: but erm and and all of these people have been involved in sort've ahm well in the book I mean other stuff I've been doing 
 
J: when you say all of these people do you mean the whole diagram 
 
S: no
 
J: or just the family and friends bit
 
S: these 
 
J: the bottom
 
S: particularly but also the political sort've things that I do
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: that's a a vice versa thing
 
J: mmhmm mmhmm
 
S: cos Angela will often ask me to go along to something
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: or in fact and Margaret too and yeah all of em
 
J: what about sort've political engagement that's exclusively around being a solo mum
 
S: yeah that's exclusively around being a solo mum
 
J: mmm
 
S: erm errr well Angela yeah no I I consult Angela a lot about things
 
J: mmm
 
S: erm because she's got a very good mind in that sense and she's certainly got a lot of insight so although she's not a solo mum herself any more well she never she was only for a very brief interval
 
J: ok mmhmm
 
S: she was a single mum erm then so I go to the mailing the I use despatches to get support for stuff for you know [inaudible] or something like that 
 
J: ok
 
S: the DIY group as well
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: but not the FO Organisation
 
J: ok ok that was the only thing I was gonna check errr so Angela you said is a is a parent and at one point was single but isn't any more
 
S: yeah 
 
J: what about Margaret [inaudible]
 
S: Neil and Margaret their daughter was at school with Nick so
 
J: ok
 
S: about especially sort've local things or
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: a erm I'm very very fond of their daughter
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: so in that sense er you know w we're and the kids were close ahm for when they were very small they were in the same class for five years
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: ahm so yeah about parenting things not s a w but she's coming in on some of the death stuff that I'm doing
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: ahm er Neil’s Neil’s the sort've person who's always good for a bit of practical (laughs)
 
J: that's her partner Neil
 
S: mmhmm
 
J: ok and has this changed over the years
 
S: yeah ah massively
 
J: how
 
S: how
 
J: (laughs) how has it changed so how have people or things shifted
 
S: brrrrrr
 
J: moved in moved out
 
S: what that's a he's a complete newcomer 
 
J: Bryan yep
 
S: and er obviously Nick used to be right in there and he's moved
 
J: right mov sort so would you say Nick was almost part of the 'you' circle 
 
S: yeah yeah
 
J: because yeah it's interesting that errr people with very young children
 
S: yeah 
 
J: this is the you is you and them
 
S: yeah
 
J: whereas no he's he's he's one of the people y'know you're drawing arrows to (laughs) you're emailing rather than
 
S: absolutely yeah 
 
J: ok  yeah 
 
S: and yeah there was like s people that I see more often than him
 
J: someone that's independent of you now
 
S: he is yeah
 
J: rather than someone that's part of that yeah ok
 
S: mmm s'funny cos I can remember with erm erm Amelia and the FO Organisation
 
J: mmm
 
S: and she once erm I think I'd asked her how many single mums were coming to one of the meetings
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and she read a few names out a and said oh not her and I said oh yes her
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: and she said but she signed she'd said er so and so and I will be there and I said that so and so's her son
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: and she'd assumed that it was a partner
 
J: yeah that's interesting yeah never make assumptions (laughs) it's very dangerous 
 
S: and sometimes you don't even realise
 
J: yeah
 
S: that's the thing 
 
J: yeah yeah yeah sure sure
 
S: but anyway
 
J: ok so yep Bryan's come come out of nowhere and Nick has moved in to being a 
 
S: that's just a [inaudible] June and Verity have drifted off a bit
 
J: oh ok 
 
S: I mean Angela and Tom are there yeah the FO Organisation used to be closer
 
J: mmm so when would you when do you think June and Verity have drifted off when did that happen 
 
S: well it was been another drift in the the the is it's hard to track really because
 
J: mmm
 
S: when Nick was small he was c from when he was born really
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: he was going there one night a week
 
J: yes
 
S: erm and until he was about twelve or thirteen
 
J: mmm
 
S: and then we would meet on a Saturday she he get I'd get him there we'd hand him over on a Friday and pick him up on a Saturday morning
 
J: ok
 
S: so we were meeting once a week but but I so rarely ever went to her house that Nick thought I'd never seen her house
 
J: (laughs)
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S: when h he was about six or seven cos he is spending like he's he a a 
 
J: aww (laughs)
 
S: somehow I stopped going y'know 
 
J: yeah
 
S: I used to go for a meal m twice a month probably regularly anyway
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: before he was born and then that just stopped 
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: erm because she was having him and and erm and that changed when he became more independent of them as well 
 
J: ok
 
S: I started seeing more of her but now that he's moved he's living around the corner from her basically and so it's dropped off again
 
J: ok 
 
S: er because she's having seeing quite a lot of them and that sort've counts as seeing me I think (laughs)
 
J: right
 
S: although I'm not there (laughs) s'weird
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: so but also she's although she's older than me she's supposed to be more retired than me but she's busier
 
J: ok 
 
S: and erm so I do I miss her actually that's all I can say
 
J: yeah yeah yeah 
 
S: I don't see her as much of her as I'd like
 
J: yeah yeah and that's kind've around Nick becoming more independent
 
S: y it it's part of it yeah
 
J: yeah
 
S: she feels in touch through him
 
J: yes ok that makes sense
 
S: but I don't feel in touch through him at all (laughs)
 
J: yeah and that's interesting y'know because y'know because Nick used to be in that circle with you
 
S: yeah
 
J: and so you can see why 
 
S: yeah oh yeah 
 
J: that happened
 
S: yeah I mean
 
J: but then he's moved out and and he's not part of that very inner circle any more
 
S: yeah 
 
J: erm ok so where were we at with what about [inaudible] up here
 
S: there is a er oh I no it's only moved slightly out
 
J: the DIY group's moved slightly out ok yep and we covered the FOO
 
S: yeah [inaudible]
 
J: is there anybody who's not on it now who would've been previously and has dropped off 
 
S: not not since Nick was born no
 
J: no ok yep
 
S: no some friends I see more of now
 
J: yep ok 
 
S: but that's also their kids have grown up
 
J: mmm mmm all right that makes sense see whether there was anything else I wanted ter ask I don't think there is erm yeah ok so we did that one how much would you say your kind've knowledge and expertise about parenting and about solo motherhood how much of it comes from within this circle 
 
S: erm virtually all of it
 
J: mmhmm yeah that's what I thought (laughs)
 
S: y'know if you include Suzie Walsh ok there's Julia Harris and 
 
J: yes 
 
S: but erm
 
J: yep
 
S: and the rest of the American contingent but no no it's all there 
 
J: so what kind've role has this village we'll call it erm had in you becoming and being a solo mum 
 
S: well both inspirational
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and practical support
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: I mean m massive emotional support but also just no I didn't read the book before I thought of it but i it made the thought suddenly become yeah why not
 
J: that's Suzie Walsh’s book
 
S: mmhmm 
 
J: and that was around when you were thinking
 
S: yeah oh yeah I think erm eighty mm maybe not 
 
J: she's cited a lot in the literature I've noticed
 
S: yeah well she's I think it was the first
 
J: mmm
 
S: big thing [inaudible] up there I can't remember if it was before he was born or not was yeah no [inaudible] came out before he was born
 
J: and is that sense of inspiration connected with your sort've identity as as a solo mum and feeling that that's er y'know a possib a possibility does is that connected is that the same sort've thing or is that different
 
S: well it's it's where it all came from
 
J: yeah yeah
 
S: you know i I wouldn't have I just it well I spose for everybody there's a time before which it just wouldn't have crossed your mind
 
J: yes
 
S: and then all of a sudden it's well bloody ell why not
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: why not you know oh wow and you know and here's the book and there's somebody else and this group and that group and
 
J: yeah
 
S: hah
 
J: yeah 
 
S: off we go
 
J: yeah yeah it becomes a recognisable thing that you can name
 
S: that's it the that's er not quite unthinkable but just outside your experience
 
J: mmm
 
S: I mean I don't know how many have m well actually more and more people have met someone who's chosen to do it before they it crossed their mind
 
J: mmhmm yeah 
 
S: but then you know nobody has ter invent the wheel any more
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J: no I guess it's it's easier to do that now it's more in the public eye I guess it's easier to see that as an option you would hope
 
S: yeah and you know and in ter I would never ever have survived all the the treatment and stuff if it hadn't been 
 
J: mmm
 
S: for all the other women that I was meeting up with 
 
J: mmm mmm
 
S: and seeing them being successful 
 
J: mmm mmm 
 
S: or y'know they weren't all successful s some of them turned to adoption and some gave up 
 
J: mmm
 
S: I mean there's an interesting thing about who gives up and I don't know how you can start researching that
 
J: mmm so if hypothetically there was someone who sort've thought y'know I want to become a solo mum but they did not have they only had this bottom part of the network people they already knew 

S: mmm

J: and they did not have any access they didn't know about the Family Origins Organisation
 
S: [inaudible] yeah 
 
J: they didn't know about Suzie Walsh and the work she did they didn't have a local group of people I w what effect do you think that would have on their their ability to p'rhaps parent well and be confident in their identity as a parent 
 
S: well it's interesting because obviously by definition they're not people that I'm in touch with but 
 
J: yeah (laughs)
 
S: I I know for instance I went erm a friend had I went to a friend's birthday party 
 
J: mmm
 
S: and erm was talking to a friend of hers who I hadn't met before and it was when I was still writing the book and you know so it came up that I was writing and she looked at me and said oh that's interesting my daughter's got a six month old through erm donor conception
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: and I so I said oh well has she heard of the FO Organisation a and she said ah [inaudible] she didn't know anybody else who had well she knew lesbian couples who'd had children but she didn't know another single woman
 
J: yeah
 
S: and er she's totally uninterested she's never you know her mum said oh I'll give her your address and blah blah blah blah and er she's never and she's obviously perfectly alright she's just not that sort of a person
 
J: yeah
 
S: and there are you know there's definitely people who aren't comfortable in groups 
 
J: mmm
 
S: I know a lot of the people on the mailing list 
 
J: mmm
 
S: who'll just I mean it's amazing how often people will come to the picnic
 
J: yeah
 
S: really really diffident
 
J: yeah 
 
S: mmm [mocking voice] I haven't done anything like this before and 
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: you know and they're not even sure about using their own name 
 
J: yeah
 
S: and definitely n nobody can take pictures 
 
J: ok
 
S: and things like that
 
J: so what do you think they're missing out on if people never have any contact with this kind've community if you like 
 
S: well a they're missing out on something they obviously don't need don't feel a need for
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: for one thing so that's ok
 
J: yeah
 
S: but for me it's been such a a you know an enriching and life enhancing and supportive and positive experience
 
J: yeah
 
S: it er but there are obviously some people for whom that doesn't really count
 
J: yeah
 
S: and y and there's definitely quite a lot of single women who who've never a a erm oh who don't acknowledge or don't experience a difficulty with having friends who are in couples my experience of for instance of the other mums in in ante-natal classes was there were three of us who were single and our relationship was extremely supportive for several years ahm because the others were they're not available at weekends
 
J: yep
 
S: you know e er they're not as comfortable inviting you into their home
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: erm you know certainly not when their partners are around you know it it was an obstacle they would you'd meet in the park and have a nice chat but you couldn't m you know I knew there was no point in trying to phone them up and say I've got to go to a dentist can you take my kid for g a couple of hours or something at would just you know or at least because there were four of us
 
J: mmm
 
S: that was enough for one of us always to be available to do that
 
J: yeah
 
S: or to pick someone up for nursery
 
J: mmm
 
S: that kind of thing because and er and I discovered you know in the the in the FO Organisation office there's two is it three of them three of them are single mums 
 
J: mmm
 
S: but er none of them I discovered she organises a regional support group but it's not for single mothers it's a mixed one
 
J: ok 
 
S: and I just think ah because I don't want to hear y'know I spent so much time hearing women moan about their husbands and partners and I I really didn't want to know
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J: mmhmm
 
S: and and I didn't really appreciate being told oh I think you probably did it the right way going on your own you don't have to deal with some big lump who's might wake up at in the middle of the night and things like that and you know I didn't it's weird 
 
J: mmm
 
S: but for some women they'd rather y'know that's the the extent to which they'd rather not be labelled 
 
J: yeah maybe it comes back to labelling 
 
S: well labelling's linked somehow but I don't I don't geddit really 
 
J: mmm mmm mmm ok yeah that makes sense erm yeah so specific questions for you I I've already asked sorry were you gonna say something
 
S: mmm?
 
J: were you gonna say something no (laughs) erm yes ok what shall I ask you first erm I think we've covered that oh just a s just a little thing to check from the questionnaire when on on do you own your home
 
S: oh 
 
J: you ticked other
 
S: yes
 
J: (laughs) what does that mean
 
S: the bloody oh it's shared ownership 
 
J: ah ok
 
S: shared ownership is mwaaaa it's just tur it was the best thing since sliced bread how else could I ever own my own house in Newgate
 
J: ah
 
S: but shared ownership is turns out to be a bit punitive in I won't bore you with it
 
J: ok
 
S: but erm about I don't know this morning 
 
J: shared with who
 
S: the housing association
 
J: the housing association
 
S: by y it's it's a big thing
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: to help people get on a a home ownership ladder
 
J: yeah
 
S: if they can't afford it 
 
J: yeah
 
S: but it turns out to be has some very big drawbacks one of them being you know the idea is oh you can buy the percentages that you don't own as you go along
 
J: right
 
S: but with house impl f price inflation 
 
J: ahhh yes
 
S: of course you know there's no way
 
J: mmm
 
S: not in a million years erm cos what you know I bought it at fifty percent when it was eighty thousand pounds 
 
J: right 
 
S: but if I want to buy back and I bought some more when my parents died
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: but I still got probably well more than two hundred thousand pounds worth that that belongs to them
 
J: mmm
 
S: sooo why am I telling you this anyway
 
J: no no it's 
 
S: someone said oh but you you need to extend the lease because when a lease 
 
J: oh gosh
 
S: cos so I I the part that I rent is leased
 
J: right
 
S: as a and and you need to extent the lease because blah blah blah blah blah blah blah so I started trying to do that and th the er the surveyor who did have LLB in his name as well
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: stood at the doorstep and said oh is this a flat or a maisonette and I said no it's a house and he said oh the rules are completely different for houses
 
J: oh gosh 
 
S: and erm so he went back and phoned them up and said it's a house which you'd think they'd know a and er anyway
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: he got back to me saying er I sent your feedback to them
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: cos I had to pay them to er and erm they seem to be saying they're not gonna bother now cos it's too much bother 
 
J: ok 
 
S: so I'm stuck completely stuck
 
J: yeah
 
S: I don't know I don't know what I'm gonna do I'm I s so I phoned the leaseholder twice there's an advice centre and the woman there said she was also flummoxed 
 
J: mmm
 
S: obviously people obviously people didn't buy houses on shared ownership very often
 
J: mmm
 
S: unless they're a new build which is a whole different kettle of fish
 
J: yeah 
 
S: and erm so she's the one who's supposed to be ringing me back but she was saying you might need to go to the ombudsman about this
 
J: so does that mean you're not classified as a homeowner officially or you're in this grey area
 
S: well it's a grey area well it's a grey area as well because also on my lease unbeknownst to me 
 
J: yeah
 
S: when I did all the er this work I applied er and the answer was er oh no your lease states that you can't do any structural work at all
 
J: (gasps) gosh
 
S: full stop so I had to go through a very lengthy process
 
J: yeah
 
S: to apply to be for something to be disregarded in the lease
 
J: right 
 
S: and if I ever wanted that only applied to this particular piece of work so if I wanted even to change the windows or fix the roof
 
J: really 
 
S: that's structural it's ridiculous
 
J: yeah
 
S: in I think they borrowed they just borrowed the the contract the lease
 
J: mmm
 
S: from a rented property
 
J: mmm
 
S: and didn't bother altering it when because it I was in the very very beginning of the shared ownership scheme 
 
J: ok
 
S: and I think they hadn't thought about it
 
J: so what erm like proportion do you think you own
 
S: now
 
J: yeah
 
S: seventy percent
 
J: oh seventy ok
 
S: but erm
 
J: that's interesting yeah I haven't come across that before I think it is relevant because
 
S: it well a well a lot y'know if you'd asked me this five years ago I would've c called myself a home owner
 
J: (laughs)
 
S: although technically now all I've got is a headache for it
 
1:40:35 
J: yeah 
 
S: a major headache
 
J: yeah that does sound like a headache but I think it's relevant because you know it comes back to something that you've been you know interested in with your questionnaire and things is sort've trying to build a picture of y'know of single single mums and and what sort've resources they have
 
S: also yeah
 
J: and it's not always the case that they're very wealthy
 
S: it well it was an absolute gift because I don't know if the rules were still the same then but then it was a the DIY home shared ownership scheme 
 
J: mmm
 
S: so you could find your own property you didn't ha
 
J: mmm
 
S: y'know mostly the housing association are selling their own flats but this 
 
J: yep
 
S: I could t find my own house
 
J: yeah
 
S: and they would they would lend you er money for a property that was up to one bedroom bigger than you actually needed
 
J: nice ok 
 
S: wi hah so it was just fantastic
 
J: yeah yeah 
 
S: you know cos there was no way I could've done it without em
 
J: yeah yeah
 
S: erm it just might be well I don't know I don't know what will happen
 
J: yeah 
 
S: i i the more and more people are gonna be discovering this little snag
 
J: mmm mmm well there you go something something else I've learned today 
 
S: yeah
 
J: (laughs) erm so another question which is quite a broad one really thinking more about the kind've political side of what you do sort've practice campaigning for things to be better for single women like what y'know if you were invited to government tomorrow what would you say the changes that you would like to see that would make things better for solo mums
 
S: oh I think that er a an option fer erm I think their rules about anonymity need to be tweaked
 
J: mmm
 
S: so that sibling tracing can be facilitated
 
J: ok
 
S: because at the moment they're it that's the big block 
 
J: yeah
 
S: erm that in order to protect donors
 
J: mmhmm
 
S: they're actually depriving sibling groups from making contact 

J: yeah

S: and I think that's very regrettable and the the the there's ways I mean there there are problems but they should be
 
J: mmm
 
S: it should be possible to overcome them for the sake of those young people
 
J: mmm yeah
 
S: because I think that's a very a very er positive thing
 
J: yeah
 
S: erm m and m y'know and along hand in hand with that is the fact that the the availability of d DNA testing means that that er donor anonymity even for the first eighteen years is a bit theoretical yep erm that's one thing I think erm (sighs) in terms of of er improving access for women
 
J: mmm
 
S: I can't actually think of I think one of the troubles and I'm not sure how that can be addressed is that is that of any kind of medical technology is incredibly expensive to develop 
 
J: yeah yeah 

S: because of insurance type r you know to prevent abuse erm but if there was a way a way of of erm of having a cheap and cheerful NHS erm version 
 
J: mmm
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S: i ermmm that was more accessible
J: mmm
S: that that just er made it more accessible for you know say up to fforty age forty three
J: yeah

S: erm

J: yeah

S: it because y y you know it's so difficult a my s my er feeling is that clinics push er hi-tech treatment that's useless you know things like ICSI is completely unnecessary 

J: mmm

S: erm the only reason for using ICSI if is if you have a partner with poor quality sperm 

J: mmhmm

S: there's no reason if you're using donated sperm it should be good quali I mean phwoo yeah improving the quality of er the British sperm donation the spermmmm er collection

J: yeah

S: is a big thing

J: ok

S: because the cost of importing is so massive and and it there's absolutely no reason why they couldn't be doing it better they

J: mmm

S: the last thing they wanna do is what they tried last time which was having a re one one y'know regional place for the whole country it needs to be brought right down

J: ok mmm

S: to a m more localised thing erm

J: like it was when you first did it

S: yes yeah it was yeah 

J: mmhmm

S: yeah there was importing but I I never heard of it 

J: mmhmm

S: until I met other women who a the in fact the women who the in fact the women who did it were mostly women who'd lived in the States and and maybe started treatment in the States or

J: mmhmm

S: knew someone who had treatment in the States and did it that way erm I mean a improving support for single mothers i er you know the social security 

J: yeah

S: er system well it needs to be across the board

J: mmm

S: I wouldn't say that that women who have chosen to become single mothers need a any special conditions but

J: mmm

S: there's it's been eroded so drastically you know I was so privileged I had I had fifteen months on maternity leave and only six

J: yeah 

S: after six months I lived on social security 

J: mmhmm

S: it paid my bloody mortgage 

J: mmm

S: you know I mean that's unthinkable now

J: yeah yeah

S: and stuff like that you fff yeah child care o 

J: mmm mmm

S: child care costs are just erm availability of free child care has has been eroded horrendously 

J: yep

S: in the last twenty years you'll know these things

J: yeah

S: I'm sure so those are the practical

J: mmm

S: everyday survival bits once you've your baby's there

J: mmm

S: I think in terms of stigma I think you know i it's just a long slow drip drip

J: yeah 

S: the it there's no you can't you can't just do it like that

J: you can't just change people's 

S: n no no I mean I have these fantasies every so often erm because I think erm the soaps a er are actually really good for

J: mmhmm

S: addressing people's erm ideas of what's possible or normal and things like at but certainly in terms of er I think I wish Casualty and Eastenders somehow had er a donor deciding to er allow their information to be a donor from before 2005

J: yeah 

S: I mean that's but it needs to be talked about cos although it has changed not many men have gone forward and not many of the kids know 

J: more more in the media broadly including TV and film

S: just yeah yeah you know I mean i i even if it raises the profile of donating sperm

J: mmm

S: that would be a good thing

J: yep

S: erm but to for it to be less er well just I suppose it's still just secret and quiet not spoken 

J: mmm

S: erm 

J: it would take it beyond the com that community seems once you find a community there's lots of noise but then you go outside of it and [inaudible]

S: oh but amongst a few given that that most sperm donors were medical students

J: (laughs)

S: a large number you know and and they all share that pas past knowledge

J: mmhmm

S: I'm sure they all knew people who did it if they did

J: yeah

S: erm but do they talk about it nooo way er but in fact some of the people who volun the men who volunteered their anonymity to be withdrawn are doctors as well you know a few

J: mmm

S: it's not that doesn't need to be that scary and you know hopefully that would i i I it would be nice to think there's ways of pulling the rug out from the the private er 

J: mmm

S: online network of d donors which is ooooh

J: mmm

S: just risky and dangerous and

J: yeah

S: and secret

J: yeah yeah 

S: and it's not great for the kids

J: mmm

S: but er what else I think that's it you know I think the there's there's a lot of good stuff happening

J: yeah

S: slowly slowly

J: yeah slowly (laughs)

S: but

J: although more quickly now perhaps

S: yeah yeah but on the other hand life is getting tougher for single w mums

J: yeah mmm mmm

S: and that that er you know reinforces the stigma doesn't it

J: mmm yeah it does so yeah I just had one more question

S: mmm

J: about anonymity well discussion point perhaps

S: mmhmm

J: erm so that I I've anonymised you 

S: yeah

J: and you've seen in that [pointing to paragraph that I sent to her in the questionnaire]

S: oh yes

J: that's that paragraph that I sent to you 

S: yeah

J: that erm I've anonymised you and people in your life and the names of places

S: yeah 

J: however there's an issue which particularly relates r relates to you and a couple of other people 

S: yeah

J: it's going to be very difficult to fully anonymise you

S: yeah 

J: because you are so prominent in this network so I wanted ter to talk with you about how you feel about that whether you want me to go to more lengths to anonymise you and sort've miss so for example if I say that you've written a book

S: yeah yeah 

J: and even generally say you know a book giving information about s about solo motherhood you are the only one (laughs)

S: I know

J: erm you know other people have written their kind of narratives

S: their own story yeah 

J: but

S: no I don't mind at all

J: ok so you don't 
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S: and in fact put the title in and a reference in if you want

J: (laughs)

S: the ISBN numbers you're more than welcome

J: well this is the other thing I was thinking 

S: yeah

J: well I'd quite like to cite your book as well

S: oh please 

J: and I won't link the two

S: yeah

J: I won't say and this is w the participant

S: no

J: but I would quite like to you know cite it 

S: no no I would be

J: yeah

S: massively grateful 

J: ok (laughs)

S: massively 

J: erm so yeah so basically are you happy with the fact that if somebody from your network reads my work and try and looks at details and thinks hmmm

S: and says sounds like you yeah

J: they're gonna figure out that it was you

S: s'fine

J: you're ok with that

S: yeah

J: so you happy with the level of anon anonymity that I've given you

S: yeah yeah no I think it would make anybody smile cos it's funny to see it written down (laughs)

J: yeah I mean and anyone anyone even without the community without er you know

S: yeah 

J: e literally I think it's the probably the book that makes you most identifiable

S: yeah yeah well you can't 

J: if they they look for that book they will find you

S: well they'll read the story as well

J: yeah yeah 

S: yeah that's fine that's fine

J: yeah

S: you know I'm 

J: ok

S: not a problem

J: right yes just wanted to check (laughs) that you're kind of aware of that

S: [inaudible] yeah no cos 

J: cos I could go further with anonymity

S: yeah no within the first few years you see Nick s didn't want me to use my name for the book and I w that was fine

J: mmm

S: I was going to use a different name 

J: ok

S: and then when it actually got to coming out yeah he was fine with it so 

J: ok well the only other thing is I wonder what you think of I really struggled finding a pseudonym for the Family Origins Organisation erm because (sighs) because the the title is so what it is and I don't really like Amazing Beginnings but I couldn't think of anything else

S: well w no but also I have a feeling that's th the name that's been used by Natalie Gamble

J: oh really 

S: er yes for her you know she's started working with erm I think erm surrogate parents

J: ok 

S: I think that's the title that she'd used

J: ok

S: erm before it

J: y yeah probably these things have all been used somewhere 

S: well I don't know you could call it something like origins

J: origins

S: origins? yeah

J: yeah I just wondered if you 

S: family origins or like at

J: if you had any thought about 

S: yeah 
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[concluding talk]

