MYTHOLOGY IN GERMAN LITERATURE

"MEDEA"
20 credits


R23243






Level 3

Convenor:

Dr. Heike Bartel      E-mail: heike.bartel@nottingham.ac.uk
We are surrounded by materials from and references to ancient mythology: we talk about the Oedipus-complex, name spaceships Apollo and powerful detergents Ajax, have songs about Cupid drawing back his bow and associate Oedipus with Freud rather than Sophocles, Ulysses with James Joyce rather than Homer. Literature, in particular, uses ancient mythology as a rich source to describe powerful emotions, cunning politics or psychological drama. 

This module will explore how selected German literary texts use motifs from Ancient mythology and how the individual authors combine the ‘old’ stories with their ‘new’ content and message. We will focus on Medea, the powerful and horrific wife of Jason who kills the sons she loves to hurt Jason whom she hates and scare Greek society that alienated her. Using Euripides ancient version as a starting point (in translation, of course,) we will look closely at how the myth is used, changed and reinvented in German texts written between 1926 and 1998. Theoretical writings on mythology and its reception will provide us with relevant background knowledge and we will add an interdisciplinary angle to the topic by looking at the reception of the Medea myth in paintings, film, theatre and music.

Pre-requisites:

German Language IV

Assessment:
Either one 2000 word essay (35%) plus
one 2 hour exam (65%) or 

one 2000 word essay (35%) plus
one 4000 word essay (65%) 
Structure:

· One two-hour seminar per week

· One one-hour session for slide shows, films etc as and when required

Reading list, primary material:

Please buy and read the following

· Euripides: Medea. Übersetzt und herausgegeben von Karl Heinz Eller. Stuttgart 1983. (pp. 54, Reclam vol. 7978, £ 2.90) ISBN 3150079780. Please buy the orange 'Griechisch/Deutsch' version.

· Euripides: Medea. Translated and introduced by Frederic Raphael and Kenneth McLeish. London 1999. (pp. 56, Nic Hern Books Drama Classics £ 3.99) ISBN 1854591649???

· Christa Wolf: Medea. Stimmen (written in 1998). München 1998. (pp. 218, dtv vol. 12444, £ 6.70) ISBN 342312444x

· Hans Henny Jahnn: Medea (first performed in 1926). Stuttgart 1996. (pp. 77, Reclam vol. 8711, ca. Euro 2,-) ISBN 3150087112

Please also read this translation of Euripides’ Medea into English, available as an e-book through Hallward Library UNLOC:
· ‘Medea,’ transl. and with an introduction by Ruby Blondell, in: Women on the Edge: Four Plays by Euripides, ed., transl. and with an introduction by Ruby Blondell, Mary-Kay Gamel, Nancy Sorkin Rabinowitz et. al (London/New York: Routledge, 1999), pp. 147-215.
· Other texts will be provided or are available in the library. 
Seminarplan

Mythologie in der deutschen Literatur

MEDEA

Session 1
Einführung

· Was ist Mythos?   Eine Einführung

· Medeabilder und Medeatexte: Der Medeamythos in Literatur und Kunst von der Antike bis zur Moderne – ein erster Überblick

Thurs: Medea in der bildenden Kunst

Session 2   

Medeabilder / Euripides: Medea

· Medeabilder: Der Medeamythos in Literatur und Kunst von der Antike bis zur Moderne

· Euripides’ Version des Medeamythos: ‚Urtext’ oder eine Variante?

· Textanalyse: Zur Ambivalenz der Medea-Figur bei Euripides

Thurs: Medea im Theater

Session 3

Euripides: Medea / Christa Wolf: Medea. Stimmen

· Die vielen Facetten von Euripides’ Medea
· Die Fortschreibung des Medea-Mythos bei Christa Wolf

· Mythos und (feministische) Geschichtsschreibung
Thurs: Medea im Film I

Session 4
Christa Wolf: Medea. Stimmen

· Die 180° Grad Kehre des Medea Mythos in Medea. Stimmen
· Textanalyse

Thurs: Medea im Film II
Session 5

Christa Wolf: Medea. Stimmen

· Textanalyse

· Was ist Mythos/Mythenrezeption? Ausblick auf andere Medea-Texte

Session 6

Projektwoche 3.-7.Nov. 08 (no seminars)

Unabhängiges Arbeiten an den Essays

Session 7

Hans-Henny Jahnn: Medea

· Medea bei Wolf und Jahnn: Parallelen & Unterschiede
· Jahnns Medea: Hintergrund, Stil, Motive

· Jahnns afrikanisch-ägyptische Medea – Rassenproblematik – (Homo-)Erotik

Session 8 
Hans-Henny Jahnn: Medea 

Session 9

Heiner Müller: VERKOMMENES UFER MEDEAMATERIAL LANDSCHAFT MIT ARGONAUTEN

Session 10

· Heiner Müller: VERKOMMENES UFER MEDEAMATERIAL LANDSCHAFT MIT ARGONAUTEN

· Other Medea texts

Session 11

Multi-Medea

· Medea in anderen Texten und Disziplinen

· Medeas inhärente Multidisziplinarität?

