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Summary of Content:

This is a self-contained study of the institutions and processes of the government and politics of the United States.  It explores the concepts of limited government, constitutionalism and checks and balances, and the way in which they operate in the American political system.  It examines how American governments seek to make policy, the extent to which they can make an impact on society and the different types of constraints on their actions.  It also looks at democracy in the American context, how citizens attempt to influence the activities of government and their expectations and beliefs about what is the appropriate role of government.

	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT

	
	Formative
	Summative

	Knowledge: (what you should know and understand)

· The political institutions and processes of the USA

· The concepts of limited government and constitutionalism


	Tutorial presentations and participation
	Essays  

Exam

	Skills: (what you should be able to do)

· Cognitive: assess and sift information; use and critically evaluate literature; develop arguments;  interpret and explain theories and controversies

· Presentation: prepare work for oral delivery, including supporting material (usually in cooperation with other members of the class)
· Management: set objectives; meet deadlines; negotiate; team work;  leadership

· Personal skills: develop independence; self confidence; ability to evaluate own work

· IT skills
	Tutorials

Tutorial presentations Preparation for class work
Presentations 

Working in groups

Self-assessment

Web CT; research
	Essays 

Exam

Meeting essay deadlines

Essays; revision


To pass (40-49%) you will need to demonstrate in the essay and the exam some accurate knowledge of the topics covered in the module and a clear attempt to address the question set. 

To achieve a high grade you will be required to make critical use of the ideas presented in the module and recommended reading

Module Evaluation:

Evaluation and feedback are crucial to the success of any module.  The School wants students to have their say on Politics modules.  Therefore modules are formally evaluated on a biennial basis, so please use this opportunity to have your say.  If you have any other comments or queries regarding this module, please contact the Module Convenor.
Lecture/Seminar Titles
	Week
	Date
	Lectures
	Tutorials

	1
	Tues 28 Sept
Wed 29 Sept
	Introduction and administration

Origins and Models


	Tutorial Workshops
Crevcoeur What is an American?


	2


	Tues   5 Oct
Wed   6 Oct
	Constitution

Elections and voting
	Why has the US Con lasted so long?
McKay chap 3

Federalist 51

	3
	Tues  12 Oct
Weds 13 Oct
	Political Parties

Pressure groups
	Does low turn out matter?
McKay chap 6

	4
	Tues  19  Oct
Weds 20  Oct
	Democracy in America (video)
Essay writing workshop
	Does the lobby undermine democracy?
McKay chap 14

	5
	Tues   26 Oct
Weds  27 Oct

	Presidency: the planet’s top job?

Presidential imperialism
	Is the president too powerful?

McKay chaps 10 & 11

	6
	Tues    2 Nov
Weds   3 Nov
	Congress: functions and powers

Congress and the presidency
	What determines the strength of Congress?

McKay chaps 8 & 9

Fiona Ross ‘Politics of Power Sharing’

	7
	Tues    9 Nov
Weds  10 Nov


	 no lectures 

	Essay clinics

	8
	Mon  15 Nov
Tues 16 Nov

Wed 17 Nov
	 Essays due by 4 pm
Supreme Court

Abortion and Affirmative Action
	Is the Supreme Court too powerful?

McKay chaps 15 &16

	9
	Tues  23 Nov
Weds 24 Nov


	Federalism: fact or fiction
Foreign policy
	How democratic is direct democracy?

Readings will be given web ct 

	10
	Tues  30 Nov
Weds   1 Dec
	Domestic Policy
The American Century

	Essays will be returned and feedback discussed

	11
	Tues    7 Dec
Weds   8 Dec
	Revision
no lecture
	Is federalism a thing of the past?

McKay chap 4


Preparation for tutorials should involve at the very minimum the set readings some of which are in the McKay book and some will be on webct.
Please note that registers will be taken in seminars, should you be unable to attend, please email your seminar tutor.

Private study/reading
A 20 credit module represents 150 study hours.  In this module the hours are organized as follows:



Tutor led


33 hours



Assessment and revision
17 hours



Private study/reading
100 hours

This means you should be reading at least 9 hours per week outside of class time, revision and coursework

Reading Information:

General Reading – Books, journals etc

The books listed below are texts for general reading.  Suggested readings for the topics covered in the course and essays are listed under specific headings thereafter.

McKay, David American Politics and Society 7th edn (Oxford: Blackwell 2009)

This is worth buying.  It provides a good overall guide to the topics we will cover in the module.

Supplementary books for tutorial readings:

Peele, Bailey, Cain and Peters Developments in Am Politics 6 (Palgrave 2010)

(worth buying) 
Johnson and Broder The System (BackBay Books 1997) not a standard text but it gives real insight into how American government works, or doesn’t work

Other useful, comprehensive texts include:

Katz Political Institutions in the United States  (Oxford 2006)

Kernel & Jacobson The Logic of American Political (CQ Press 2006)

Duncan and Goddard  Contemporary America (Palgrave 2003)

Ashbee, American Society Today (Manchester U P 2002)

McKeever  & Davies Politics USA  (Pearson Longman 2006)

Singh, Robert Contemporary American Politics (Sage 2002)

Dye and Zeigler The Irony of Democracy Millennial edn (Harcourt: 2000)

Lasser, William The Enduring Constitution 2nd edn (Houghton Mifflin 1999)

Lasser,  Perspectives on American Government 3nd edn (Houghton Mifflin)

Keller, ed Talking Stock: American Government in 20th Century (Camb. U.P 1999)

Shafritz, Classics in American Government 2nd ed (Harcourt 2000)

Young, William Source Readings in American Govt. (Harcourt 2000)

Duncan and Goddard (2005) Contemporary American Govt. 2nd edn (Palgrave)

Hodgson, Godfrey (2007) More Equal than Others (Princeton)
There are also several comprehensive American texts on American government in the library.  You will find they cover all the key topics and give an American perspective although some have the drawbacks of being a little reverential and folksie.

The books below contain essays by well-known academics who specialize in particular aspects of American government and politics.  Again, any of these are worth buying to supplement a basic text. 

Peele, Gillian et al eds. Developments in American Politics 2,3, 4 and 5 (Macmillan) and still worth reading

There are numerous books in the library that deal with particular fields. It's up to you to use the subject search facilities and find your way round the appropriate shelves.

You should also keep up to date with contemporary American politics by reading the quality press.

The library subscribes to the following journals that contain useful and interesting articles:

Presidential Studies Quarterly

American Political Science Review

American Journal of Political Science

For a satirical view of American politics try:

P.J. O'Rourke Parliament of Whores - for a radical unconventional look at American government, but be aware that it is written from a New Right perspective.

Anonymous Primary Colours - for a racy account of presidential campaigning, supposedly written by an aide to Bill Clinton during the 1992 election campaign.  Lots of bad language, but still well worth a read.

Mark Lawson Idlewild - very well-written, clever and imaginative account of 'batty' behaviour of American governing elites.

INTERNET  RESOURCES

The web has masses of resources on American government and politics.  Some of the main sites include:

www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm

www.fec.gov/  (official website of Fed. Election Commission)

www.senate.gov/

www.house.gov/

www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Welcome.html (official website of Presidency)

www.uscourts.gov/

www.lcweb.loc.gov/global/executive/fed.html (Library of Congress interlinks to all fed government websites)

The following are searchable and useful for finding full text sources:

www.findarticles.com/

www.theglobalsite.ac.uk/

www.isanet.org/archive.html

FILMS/VIDEOS

Some films/videos which centre on American political issues:

Nixon (1995)

Bob Roberts (1995) satyr on elections/political ideology

Bulworth (1998) Congressional campaigns and race relations

Eyes on the Prize  centres on civil rights

JFK (1991) Kennedy assassination/conspiracy theories

Primary Colors (1998) presidential campaigning

Malcolm X (1995) civil rights/race relations

The Contender (2000) presidential race and problems of running mates

The West Wing

Recount
Swing Vot

George W (2009)

Commander in Chief (tv series available on video)

Introduction and administration

Origins, Contrasting Models, the Constitution
Reading:
Hofstadter, Richard The American Political Tradition chap 1

Lind, Michael The United States Constitution
Wood, Gordon S. The Making of the Constitution
Madison, Hamilton and Jay The Federalist Papers (1787-9)

Hess, Andreas, American Social and Political Thought (Edinburgh U P 2000)

Zvesper, John, 'The Separation of Power in American politics: why we fail to accentuate the positive'  Government and Opposition vol. 34 1999

McKay, op.cit
Smith, Joseph ed. The American Constitution (1987)

Ferejohn et al eds Constitutional Culture and Democratic Rule (Cambs. U P 2001)

Hobbling ed What is it about government Americans dislike? (Camb. 2001)

Spaeth and Segal Majority Rule or Minority Will  (Camb. 2001)

Polsby, Nelson 'Constitutional Angst: Does American Democracy Work?' and 'On the Distinctiveness of the American Political System' in Brinkley, Alan et al The New Federalist Papers (Norton 1997) and other essays in Part 3 of the book

Kroes, Rob and Van De Bilt, Eduard The US Constitution After 200 Years (Free University Press 1988)

Sheldon, Essentials of American Constitution (Washington State Unv.2001)

Hibbling & Theiss-Morse Stealth Democracy (Cambridge 2002)

Duncan, Contemporary America (Palgrave 2002)

McGuire, Robert (2003) To Form a More Perfect Union (Oxford)

Foley, Michael (2007) American Credo (Oxford U. P)

Offe, Claus (2005) Reflections on America: Tocqueville, Weber, Adorno in the USA (Polity)

Smith, Raymond (2007) The American Anomaly (Routledge)

Harris and Tichner (2009) A History of the US Political System (Eurospan)

Fein, Bruce (2008) Constitution in Peril (Palgrave)

Smith, Raymond (2007) The American Anomaly (Routledge)
Elections and Voting Behaviour, Political Parties
Reading: 
Abramson et al Change and Continuity in the 2004 Election (CQ Press 2006) 

Rakare The Unfinished Election of 2000 (Basis Books 2001)

Miller & Shanks The New American Voter (Harvard 1996)

Gates, Democracy at Risk (Perseus 2001)

Keyssar The Right to Vote (Basic Books 2001)

Bennett  The Governing Crisis: Money Media Marketing in Am Els (St Martins 1992)

Tolchin The Angry American: how voter rage is changing (Westview 1996)

Simon Winning the Message  (Cambridge 2002)

Wayne The Road to the White House 2000 (Palgrave 2001)

Davies, Philip US Elections Today (MUP 1999)

O’Rouke, William Campaigning America (University of Notre Dame 2000)

McKay op.cit. 
Brady et al eds Continuity and Change in House Elections  (Camb. UP 2001)

Gimpel and Schuknecht ‘Interstate Migration and Electoral Politics’ Journal of Politics 63:1 200I

Artelon, Christopher et al The Election of 1992 (1992)

Cain, Bruce and Wegner, Allison 'Electoral Politics' in Developments in American Politics 3 

Cain and Bruce (2010) ‘Electoral system and the lessons of 2008’ Devel  Am Politics 6
Wattenberg, Martin P. 'From a Partisan to a Candidate-centred Electorate' in The New American Political System op cit chap 5

Sullivan, Kathleen M 'Represenation of Minorites' in Brinkley et al op.cit.

King, Anthony Running Scared: why America's politicians campaign too much and govern too little (New York: Free Press 1997)

Abramowitz and Soundes ‘Ideological Realignment in the US Electorate’ Journal of Politics May 1998

Adams & Merrill ‘Voter Turnout and Candidate Strategies in  Am Elections’ Journal of Politics 65.1 2003

Hudson American Democracy in Peril 4th  edn  (Seven Bridges Press 2003)

Pomper & Weiner eds The Future of American Democratic Politics (Eurospan 2003)

Flanigan & Zingate  Political Behaviour of American Elections (CQ Press 2006)

Crotty, William (2005) A Defining Moment: the Pres. El. of 2004

Johnson, Dennis (2007) No place for Amateurs (Routledge)

Brunell, Thomas (2008) Redistricting and Representation (Routledge)

Streb (2008) Rethinking American Electoral Democracy (Routledge)
Johnson, Dennis (2009) Campaigning for President 2008 (Routledge)

Political Parties, Pressure Groups and PACs
Reading:
Gerring, Party Ideologies in America (CUP 2000)

Hrebenar & Morgan Lobbying in America (Eurospan)
Goldstein, Interest Groups, Lobbying and Participation in America (CUP 1999)

Baer, Reinventing the Democrats (Univ. Kansas 2000)

Beck, Paul Party Politics in America (Longman 1997)

Durham, Martin (2000) The Christian Right; the Far Right; and the bourndaries of American Conservatism (Manchester)

Hrebener, Interest Group Politics in America 3rd edn (1997)

McSweeney, Dean 'Parties and Presidential Nominations' in Grant Contemporary American Politics 
McKay, op.cit. 
Gemny Party Ideologies in America (Cambridge 200?)

Sifry, Spoiling for a Fight: Third Party Politics in America (Routledge 2002)
Bibby, John, Two Parties or More (Westview 2002)

Maisal Two Parties Respond (Westview 2002)

Stonecash et al Diverging Parties (Westview 2002)

Stonecash Class and Party in American Politics (Westview 2002)

Stonecash (2005) Political Parties Matter (Lynne Rienner)
Ceaser, James, H 'Political Parties - Declining, Stabilizing or Resurging?' in New American Political System  op.cit. pp87-139

Aldrich,  Why Parties: the Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America (Chicago University Press 1995)

Peele Gillian 'Political Parties' in Devel. Am Pol 3 op. cit. pp137-162

Owens, John E 'Congress and Partisan Change' Devel Am Pol 3 pp42-71

Maiset, Sandy, L The Parties Respond (Westview Press 1990)

McSweeney, Dean and Zvesper John American Political Parties (Routledge 1991)

Coleman ‘Decline and Resurgence of Congressional Party Conflict’ Journal of Politics 59:1 1997

Rutland, Robert  The Democrats
Carter, Dan  From George Wallace to Newt

Wattenburg, ‘The Democrats’ Decline in the House’ Presidential Studies Quarterly 29:3 Sept 1999

Rozell et al Interest Groups and American Campaigns (CQ Press 2005)

Durham, Martin (2007) White Rage (Routledge)

George, Susan (2008) Hijacking America (Religious Right) (Polity)
The Executive Branch
Reading:
Pfiffner and Davidson Understanding the Presidency 2nd edn (Longman 2000)

Kettleton President and Nation (Palgrave 2002)

Wilson Power and the Presidency (Public Affairs 2000)

Maranto et al (2006) The Second Term of G W Bush (Palgrave)

Roper, The American Presidents (Edinburgh University Press 2000)

Schier ed The Post-Modern Presidency (Pittsburg 2000)

Dickenson, Matthew Bitter Harvest (CUP 1999)

DiClerico, Richard The American Presidency 5th edn (Englewood Cliffs 1999)

Edwards Presidential Leadership: Politics & Policy Making 5th edn (St Martins 1999)

Pious, Richard The Presidency (Boston: Allyn & Bacon 1996)

Neustadt, Richard Presidential Power Revisited (1987)

McKay op.cit. 
Hodgson, Geodfrey All Things to All Men (1978)

Koenig, Louis, The Chief Executive 6th edn (1998)

Hart, John 'The Presidency in the 1990s' in Devel. Am. Pol. 2
Cronin, 'A Resurgent Congress and the Imperial Presidency' Pol. Sc Quarterly 1980

Mervin, David, George Bush and the Guardianship Presidency (1998)

Hart, John The Presidential Branch 2nd edn (Chatham House, 1995)

Jones, Bryan, D. I. The New American Politics: Reflections on Political Change in the Clinton Administration (Westview 1995)

Rose, Richard The Post-Modern Presidency (Chatham House 1991)

Schlesinger, Arthur The Imperial Presidency  (Houghton Mifflin,1987)

Greenstein ‘The Qualities of an Effective President’ Pres. Studies Quarterly 30:1 March 2000

Lammers and Genovese The President and Domestic Policy (CQ Press 2000)

Clothers and Lind Presidents from Reagan to Clinton (Greenwood Press 2000)

Lieborich The Press and the Presidency (Praeger 2001)

Saunders,  Power and the Presidency and the Preamble (Praeger 2001)

Boylan, ‘War Power, Constitutional Balance and the Imperial Presidency at the end of the Century’ Pres Studies Quarterly 29:2 June 1999

Box, Richard The Clinton Presidency
Brogan, Hugh Kennedy  (1996)

Dallek, Robert Ronald Reagan: Politics of Symbolism (1991)

Genovese, the Power of the Presidency 1789-2000  (OUP 2001)

Crouitz and Rabkin eds. The Fettered Presidency (Am. Enterprise Institute 1989)

Drew, On the Edge: the Clinton Presidency (Simon Schuster 1994)

Fisher, Presidential War Power (Un. Kansas Press 1995)

Campbell The Clinton Legacy (Seven Bridges Press 1999)

Cronin & Genovese The Paradoxes of the American Presidency (Seven Bridges Press 2003)

Campbell The Clinton Legacy (Seven Bridges Press 1999)

Edwards & Meir eds Reinventing the Presidency (Seven Bridges Press 2003)

Cronin & Genovese The Paradoxes of the American Presidency  (OUP 2004)

Nelson ed. The Presidency and the Political System (CQ Press 2005)

Rudalevige, Andrew (2005) The New Imperial Presidency (Univ. Michigan Press)

Edwards and King (2007) The polarized presidency of George W Bush (Oxford UP)
The Legislative Branch
Reading: 
Mayer & Canon The Dysfunctional Congress? (Westview 1999)

Price Congressional Experience  (Westview 2000)

Cooper Congress and the Decline of Public Trust (1999)

Drew The Corruption of American Politics (NY Overlook Press 2000)

Jacobson, The Politics and Cong. Elections 4th edn (Longman 1997)

Zimmerman & Rule The US House of Representatives (Praeger 2000)

Casper, Barry Lost in Washington (Univ. Massachusetts 2000)

Fenno, Richard Congress at the Grassroots (Univ. N. Carolina 2000)

McKay, op.cit. 
Owens, John E. 'Congress and Partisan Change' in Devel. Am Pol. 3 op.cit. pp42-71

Foley and Owens Congress and the Presidency (Manchester University Press 1996)

Sherrill, Why They Call It Government (Harcourt 2000)

Bond and Fleisher Polarized Politics: Congress and the Presidency  (CQ Press 2000)

Sinclair, Unorthodox Lawmaking (CQ press 2000)

Casper, Lost in Washington (Massachusetts 2000)

Kuzenski et al The Eye of the Storm: the South and Congress in an Era of Change (Praeger 2001)

Sundquist, James L. Decline and Resurgence of Congress  (1981)

Sinclair, Barbara The Transformation of the US Senate (1989)

Bowles, Nigel  The White House and Capitol Hill (1987)

Black, Charles L Jr  Impeachment
Evans, C. Lawrence and Oleszek, Walter Congress Under Fire (1997)

Jones & Marini eds Imperial Congress (Pharos Books 1988)

Peters How Washington Really Works 4th edn (Perseus 1993)

Evans Greasing the Wheels: Using Pork Barrel Projects to Build Coalitions in Congress (Cambridge 2004)

Polsby   How Congress Evolves  (OUP 2004)

Zelizer On Capitol Hill: reform of Congress (Cambridge 2004)

Zelizer (2006) On Capital Hill
The Judicial Branch
Reading:

Unah, Isaac (2007) The Supreme Court and American Politics (Palgrave)

Gillman & Clayton The Supreme Court in American Politics (Kansas 2000)

Stumph, Harry, American Judicial Politics (Prentice Hall 1998)
McKay, op.cit. 
Clayton, Cornell and Giordana, James 'The Supreme Court and the Constitution' in Devel. Am Pol. 3 op.cit. pp71-97

Pacelle The Role of the Supreme Court (Westview 2001)
Spaelt & Segal Majority Rule or Minority Will (Cambridge 2000)

Spaelt & Segal Supreme Court an Attitudinal Model Revisited (Camb 2002)

Hodder-Williams, Richard The Politics of the United State's Supreme Court
Hodder-Williams, Richard 'Six Notions of Political and the US Supreme Court' in British Journal of Political Science 22:1 1992

Krutz, Fleisher and Bond ‘From Abe Fortas to Zoe Baird: why some presidential nominations fail in the Senate’ Am Pol Sc Review 92:4 Dec 1998

Peele in Devel in Am Pol. 2 op.cit. chap 8

Baum, Lawrence The Supreme Court 5th edn (Congressional Quartley Press 1995)

McKeever, Robert Raw Judicial Power 2nd edn (1995)

Wasby, Stephen L. The Supreme Court in the Federal Judicial System 4th edn (1993)

Lewis, Anthony Guideon's Trumpet (1966 classic account of the working of the SC)

Curry, ed. The Affirmative Action Debate (1996)

Abraham and Perry Freedom and the Court (OUP 1994)

Lazarus Closed Chambers (Penguin 1999)

Pacell The Role of the Supreme Court in American Politics (Westview 2001)

Primus, Richard The American Language of Rights (Camb UP 1999)

Belsky, The Rehnquist Court  (OUP 2002)

Davis, Richard (2007) Electing Justice  (Oxford U P)

Epstein and Segal (2007) Advice and Consent  (Oxford UP)

Savage, David (2009) The Supreme Court and the Powers of American Govt. 2nd edn (CQ Press)

Savage, David (2009) The Supreme Court and Individual Rights (CQ Press)
Miscellaneous Policy Issues


Reading:
Davies, Philip John ed. An American Quarter Century (Manchester Univ. Press 1995)

Skocpol, T Boomerang: Clinton's Health Security Effort (Norton 1997)

Marcus, Alan and Cravens eds Health Care Policy in Contemporary America Pennsylvania State 1998)

White, Donald The American Century (Yale, 1999)

Gerges, America and Political Islam (CUP 1999)

Layton, International Politics and Civil Rights Policies in the USA (CUP 2000)

Dumbrell, John 'Foreign Policy' in Devel. Am Pol. 3 op.cit. chap12

Tribe Abortion: the Clash of Absolutes (Norton 1992)

O’Connor No Neutral Ground: Abortion and Politics (Westview 1996)

Spitzer The Politics of Gun Control  (Chatham 1995)

Dow and Dow The Machinery of Death: the reality of America’s Death Penalty (Routledge 2002)

Maxwell, Pro-life Activists in America (Cambridge U P 2002)

Spitzer The Politics of Gun Control 3rd edn. (Seven Bridges Press 2002)

Haussman (2005) Abortion Politics in North America (Lynne Rienner)

George, Susan (2008) Hijacking America  (Polity)

Baumgartner, Frank (2008) Decline of the Death Penalty (Cambridge)

Lowndes, Joseph et al (2008) Race and American Political Development (Routledge)

Adrian, Charles F (2008) Political Justice and Religious Values (Routledge)

Hulsether (2007) Religion, Culture and Politcs in 20th Century America (Edinburgh U P)

Hess, Adreas American Social and Political Thought – a reader (Edinburgh UP)
Federalism
Reading:

Stevens and Wikstrom (2006) American Intergovernmental Relations (OUP)

Derthick, Dilemmas of Scale in America’s Federal Democracy (CUP 1999)

McKay, op.cit. chap 4
Debenberg, op.cit. chap 3

Walker, in Davies and Waldstein op.cit. chap 9

Laffin in Devel. in Am Pol. 2 op.cit. chap 9

Bailey, C 'The Changing Federal System' in Devel. of Am Pol. 3 op.cit. chap 6

Albritton, ‘American Federalism and Intergovt. Rels’ in Devel Am Pol 5 ed. Chap 8

Sullivan, Kathleen 'The Balance of Power between Federal Government and the States' in Brinkley et al op.cit. pp103-111

Bagby America’s International Relations Since WWI (OUP 2001)

Donovan & Bowler Citizens and Legislators (Ohio State Unv 1998)

Cox ed. American Democracy Promotion (OUP 2000)

Gillon That’s not what we meant to do: reform and its consequences in C20 America (Norton 2000)

Zimmerman, Joseph P Contmeporary American Federalism (Leicester University Press 1992)

Allswany The Initiative and Referendum in California 1888-1998 (Stanford UP 2001)

Barman and Kearney The Resurgence of the States (Prentice Hall 1986)

Rabel, The American Century?  (Praeger 2002)

Smith, State and Local Government (CQ Press 2005)
Bowler, Shaun Direct Democracy’s Impact (Palgrave)

Chemennsky Erwin (2008) Enhancing Govt. Federalism in 21st Century
REVISION
Method and Frequency of Class:

	Activity
	Number of Sessions
	Duration of a Session

	Lecture
	2
	1 hour

	Seminar
	1
	1 hour

	
	
	


Lecture slides etc are available via WetCT
Method of Assessment:

This 20 credit module will be assessed on the following basis:

	Assessment Type
	Weight
	Requirements

	Exam 1
	50%
	2 hours (2 sections, answer 1 question from each section)

	Coursework 1
	50%
	3,000 words 

	
	
	


Coursework Support:

The Hallward Library and Halls of Residence have a number of networked PCs to facilitate access to information on holdings.   As Module Convenor please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any difficulties with the module or assessed work.  I will be available without appointment during my office hours.  Appointments to meet at other times can be made by calling me on my direct line or via email.  My contact details.
ASSESSED ESSAY - TITLES AND SUBMISSION DATE

You are required to write ONE essay of 3,000 words which will count for 50% of the final grade for this module.
The assessed essays should be submitted to the School Office by 4 pm on Monday 15 November. 
You must submit an electronic copy of your essay via the module’s WebCT site, taking note of the individual ID number that will be generated once you have successfully uploaded it. This process is self-explanatory. 

 

After you have done that – and only then - you must submit two hard copies of the essay. One submission sheet should be completed and attached to the top copy of the essay.  You are required to enter the WebCT ID number on the cover sheet, as proof that you have submitted the essay electronically.  The submission sheet and the top of page of each copy of your essay should then be date stamped, and posted in the filing cabinet in front of the School Office.  Please note that the School Office will be open from 10am till 4pm (Monday to Friday) on submission days. 

 

Essays handed in after 4pm will be stamped as late and the usual University penalties will be applied unless an extension has been approved in advance.  Applications for extensions will not normally be considered retrospectively.  Any student wishing to apply for an extension should collect and complete the necessary forms from the School Office and submit these to the relevant Year Tutor together with any necessary documentary evidence.

 

The standard University penalty for late submission should be 5% absolute standard University scale per normal working day, until the mark reaches zero. For example, an original mark of 67% would be successively reduced to 62%, 57%, 52%, 47% etc. Normal working days include vacation periods, but not weekends or public holidays. 

 

Failure to complete either process ie electronic and/or hard copy submission will result in late penalties being applied.

 

The electronic copies will be scanned to detect plagiarism. It is therefore imperative that you consult the Student Handbook, which outlines what is counted as plagiarism and advises you how to avoid it. Failure to submit an electronic copy even if you submit two hard copies on time will mean that the essay will be counted as having not been submitted.

 
Guidance to Essay Writing:

A short guide for students on essay writing skills and an outline of the marking criteria used by staff is available from the School intranet.

Assessed Essay Titles:
1. What can the abortion debate or the gun laws teach us about the American way of doing government and politics?

2. Examine the political and constitutional impact of Congress’s attempts to reform itself.

3. Are the limits on the president more political than constitutional?

4. ‘Volatility and apathy are the two main characteristics of voting behaviour in America.’ Discuss.

5. Account for the durability of the US Constitution.

Reminder:
submission date is 4pm on Monday 15 November 2010
Example of Past Exam Paper:

Answer 2 questions, one from each section.  Each is worth 50% of the exam mark.

Section A
Answer one question

1. Does electoral turnout undermine democracy in America?
2. Has the Constitution of the USA succeeded in limiting American government?
Section B

Answer one question

3. What limits the effectiveness of Congress?

4. ‘American foreign policy is sometimes ‘imperialist’ and sometimes ‘isolationist’ but always ‘realist’’. Discuss

5. How well do the Democratic and Republican parties fulfil the functions of political parties?

6. Account for the changing nature of state/federal relations in America.
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